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Tim in KY  GdI Stage 14 is a 31-kilometer individual time trial to Desenzano
del Garda (which is on the shore of Lake Garda) from Castiglione delle

Stiviere (which is actually just 13-km to the south). The race route makes a big loop to the
east and back.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1715968196-stage-

14-route.jpg

Tim in KY  The profile is mostly flat with some scattered little hills, the worst
of which is 600 meters at 6%. It comes 12 kilometers from the start.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1715968312-stage-

14-profile.jpg

Tim in KY  The first rider is scheduled to start at 13:20 CEST. Because of the
abandons, it may be later. The start order is the reverse of the GC order. Pog

starts at 16:35. It is imagined that it will take 36 minutes to complete the course. Forecast is
for sunshine in the low-20s.

DStan58  negative altitude gain, eh?

Tim in KY  The official positive altitude gain is 250 meters. Or 750 feet in old
money.

Katie S  looks like paint dryin' again to me... But I'll be there. I love the smell
of paint in the morning.

Tim in KY  First rider start time is now 13:40.

Tim in KY  Phil Bauhaus will not start today.

Charlie in Tenn  That is one of the fast men gone.

Tim in KY  He'd been having a horrible race anyway.
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Charlie in Tenn  Yes, as have most of the other fast guys.

Tim in KY  First three riders are off.

Charlie in Tenn  I will be here early but my stamp club has a random
Saturday buy and trade day from 9 am to 1 pm so will check out soon.

Seeems like a good day to miss.

Tim in KY  I have more than usual chores and errands today so I will be
more out than in.

Tim in KY  "Born to Dare" What sort of a slogan is that for a watch company?

Charlie in Tenn  Are they marine watches for underwater adventure? That is
all I have.

Tim in KY  I don't know. I'd never heard of Tudor watches before they got into
sponsoring bike racing.

Charlie in Tenn  Cerny will set the best time and sit there until maybe Affini
comes through

Charlie in Tenn  Quote from Tudor's site.Â  "Because of their proven
reliability and affordability, throughout their history, TUDOR watches have

been chosen by the boldest adventurers on land, underwater, and on ice."Â  So I guess they
are adventurers.

Tim in KY  Then why had I never heard of them?

Tim in KY  Morning, Buster.

BusterSci  Marketin logic: you aren't selling a product, you're selling a
lifestyle. Â Apparently it works, which is why you never see car ads talk about

engines, transmissions, or suspensions. Â Rather, they show beautiful people going to
beautiful places.

BusterSci  Hiya.
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Charlie in Tenn  Well, $4000 watches have always been out of my league
anyway so I will stick with my phone and continue on.

BusterSci  Wanted to get out fishing early this morning but other concerns
have required me to stay close to the facilities. Â And now a small

thunderstorm is rolling through so probably best I'm not on the water.

Tim in KY  Shortly we will be walking down to the library for early voting in
Tuesday's primary election.

Katie Lane  I got some of the garden planted yesterday.Â  I started, then a
fine mist began to fall... which became a light shower, then a bit heavier, then

full on rain.Â  So I finally had to stop.Â  At least most of what I wanted to get in is done.

BusterSci  The pine trees are so heavy with pollen that when a big raindrop
hits a branch, puffs of pollen come off like small ignitions. Â Really interesting.

Katie Lane  But more rain is coming.... so, no more broadforking or planting
until it dries off some. That will be Monday or Tuesday, when it will be sunny

with temps around 90 degrees.Â  Ugh.

Katie Lane  Pine pollen is evil, Buster.Â  Everything has a fine yellow dust
coating here in the spring.

Rob  My dad got a Tudor watch for his 21st birthday, he told me it was a
cheaper alternative to a Rolex.

Charlie in Tenn  We have rain and probably thunderstorms this afternoon. I
have my son's birthday party when the storms are coming through. The plan

was water guns and outside all day. It appears that I will entertain 11-12 yr olds in the house
for 4 hours. We will play some social deduction games, bored kids can play video games, and
eat some cake.

Katie Lane  My husband has a "TdF" watch.Â  Yellow straps.Â  You can
probably guess who made that one.

Charlie in Tenn  I guess Tissot.

BusterSci  Up north here you can tell the spring high water mark by the
yellow lines on the ledge rock around the lakes.
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Katie Lane  Charlie, you are correct!

Charlie in Tenn  Those are still to expensive for me.

Charlie in Tenn  OK, I am gone. Enjoy the day.

BusterSci  I had a Tissot that my older brother bought me--I think for
graduation. Â They were like $45 at Pamida. Â Not sure if they had made an

effort to get into the low-end consumer market or if I looked really closely the logo was
actually +ISSO+ or something like that. Â I recall a guy trying to sell me a Bolex real cheap in
Paris.

BusterSci  I had to give up watches in my early 20s when my psoriasis
kicked in. Â The irritation Â triggered plaques. Â Interestingly, the glass back of

the Apple Watch doesn't seem to have the same problem.

BusterSci  Foss starting at half past, and O'Ganna 5 minutes later.

BusterSci  Daan Hoole sets a new best at 2nd check, which Affini then bests.

Tim in KY  I'm allergic to the Nickle that's in all metal watch bands and in the
buckles of all leather bands. So I gave up wrist watches eons ago.

Tim in KY  Back from voting.

Tim in KY  Still much chores to accomplish.

Tim in KY  O'Ganna a minute faster at the second check.

BusterSci  Lots of all silicone/plastic bands for Apple and other smart
watches. Â They certainly don't have the same style as a nice dress watch

with leather or metal band, though. Â But very useful.

BusterSci  Still another hour before the GC guys start.
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Katie S  Good morning. I ended up with a cheapo faux Rolex watche once. I
wore it quite a lot. In fact, I wore it the day in 1988-ish that I interviewed Pete

Peterson, the former US commerce secretary, for my newspaper. I walked him to his waiting
limo at the end, and I saw him glance down at my â€œRolex.â€� He said, â€œI used to have
one of those! But mine was fake!â€� Ha!! I laughed and said, â€œSo is mine!â€� He
laughed, â€œReally! Whatâ€™d you get it for?â€� â€œMy sister in law gave it to me.â€�
He laughed again, we shook hands, and off he went.

BusterSci  I always enjoy the Rolexes (Rolii?) on Antiques Roadshow. Â "I
bought this for $350 when I was in the Philippines." Â "Well, it's worth

$650,000 today."

Tim in KY  Between chores.

BusterSci  I've considered a fancy watch in the past. Â But I like watches that
are thin and understated. Â Fancy watches are all big and bulky. Â So I spent

the money on wine.

Katie S  But you do need a watch to make sure you â€œdrink no wine before
its timeâ€�

Katie S  Name the campaign and the spokesmanâ€¦

Katie S  Juju saddled up â€¦ and down the ramp

Mikey  Orson Wells?

Katie S  We have a winner!

Mikey  What was the product?

BusterSci  Paul Masson

PasadenaK8  Morninâ€™â€™ to you all on this 2nd â€œAlone Timeâ€�
stage of the race. Havenâ€™t worn one in a very long time, but all this talk

about watches is inspiring me to pull out mine. No real fancy/pricey ones, but have a ring
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watch that I love, a horse drawn carriage pin watch (carriage door opens), one that becomes
a 3D-ish pyramid when you shine a light onto it in the dark, and a Western style one that has
pistols for the hands.

BusterSci  SNL did a bit where the guy playing him said "I will eat no cow
before its time."

Katie S  Another winner, Buster!

Mikey  Another pop in and fly for me. It's anniversary weekend for me and we
are off to the farmers market!

Katie S  Happy anniversary!

Mikey  Enjoy the paint!Â  Baaaaaaaa

PasadenaK8  Outtakes from that Paul Masson commercial. Seems ol' Orson
had been doing a bit too much product sampling on the jobâ€¦

PasadenaK8  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nvxwf1jxdaM

Katie S  Oh lord

Katie S  And who could forget that other elixir spokespersonâ€¦ Â 
https://youtu.be/6x4Uk7qWRR8?si=LO9SHuGuOGQBgbVT

BusterSci  And we're onto the 3 minute start gaps

SFinAus  Hello, Pubsters.

Katie S  Hi Shawn

PasadenaK8  Hey SF ðŸ‘‹Â  ~ Haha, classic, Katie. "It's so tasty too..."
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Katie S  I notice the cooling mists machine. Looked up Desenzano del Garda
and see itâ€™s about 24C out there

BusterSci  Chaves on the road

RocketCityGal  Wiebes wins the stage at Burgos today with Copponi 2nd
and Van der Duin 3rd. Â There was a big crash affecting many riders with 1.4

km to go.

PasadenaK8  Sheffield "on" the road *:-(

BusterSci  Opinion: Â Regardless of how bad they are to watch, what are
your opinions on ITT and TTT in grand tours?

RocketCityGal  Meanwhile in Kittenland â€” Honey is still being a fabulous
mother. Â She flipped over onto her back so that there was access for

everybody, and she was kneading her front paws up in the air.

RocketCityGal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1716041571-

IMG_8569.jpeg

RocketCityGal  The days of team time trials are pretty much over. If
theyâ€™re fairly short, itâ€™s OK, but. GC guys shouldnâ€™t be penalized

for not being on a team that can afford the highest tech and training for everyone. Â Better
funded teams definitely benefit, and I think those benefits are expanded in a team event. The
ITT, on other hand, is an individual effort (even though tech still plays a part, the GC guy
usually gets better stuff than the rest of the team if funding is an issue.) and I think the mix of
hilly and flat time trials spice Â up the race.

Katie S  I miss the TTT. I liked the balletic quality, the shimmering serpent of
riders in the same kit working togetherâ€¦ and occasionally leaving someone

behind. I really enjoyed them and lament their loss.

BusterSci  I kinda like prologue TTTs. Â They minimize the "bad team"
aspect.

Tim in KY  Back for the duration. I see I may finally get some VG points from
Plapp.
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Tim in KY  I think a ITT or two is good for a grand tour. Like Katie I miss the
TTT.

PasadenaK8  They're getting big! RCG. Â  I also prefer the TTTs, despite all
the downsides to them.

BusterSci  What about ways of minimizing the bad team effect? Â Limit time
loss to actual time to next place but no more than 10s, for instance.

BusterSci  On ITTs, I say a couple shorties or one long, cutoff being maybe
35k?

Tim in KY  Explain that further, Buster. Give an example.

Katie S  â€œTheyâ€� tout bike racing as a team sport. So you live and die
by your team, â€œgoodâ€� or â€œbad,â€� â€œrichâ€� or â€œpoor.â€�

When has a less-monied team delivered an overall GC winner, anyway?

BusterSci  So UAE is first, Ineos second at 32s, EF third at 35s. Â Ineos
riders only lose 10s to UAE riders. Â EF will lose 13s (the max to 2nd plus the

3s from 2nd to 3rd.

BusterSci  Hesjedahl for EF

Tim in KY  All the riders even if they've been dropped along the way?

Katie S  That sounds like a word problem for a Belgian grammar school math
workbook.

BusterSci  Dumoulin for Sunweb

Tim in KY  Why does Inneos have so many time trailers?

PasadenaK8  Have it be a Prologue/Exhibition type of stage, where
everybody gets a participation trophy, and, (using Busterâ€™s point idea),

make it just 1 sec differences *8-}
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Katie S  They were hoping for a TTT?

BusterSci  Scarponi for Lampre

BusterSci  It isn't always the biggest money teams with GC winners. Â It is
rare, though, that the lesser teams win.

BusterSci  Lesser funded.

SFinAus  I like the TTTs and miss them. Â They are much more entertaining
and interesting than ITTs for this spectator. Â I'm not opposed to mitigating

sucky-team losses, although the details would be debated endlessly (just like using TTTs in
the first place). Â ITTs are good for the GTs and bring a good variable into play, but as with all
things they should be in good measure (debate that too!). Â I think the Giro has it about right
this year. Â A couple of stages with different characteristics.

mmcnally  Hello everyone. The Tour used a modified results model back in
early 2000's. I think the views were mixed.

mmcnally  Here is a good article form 2015 that talks a lot about it.
https://tunedintocycling.com/2015/07/25/the-modified-constant-time-model-for-

the-team-time-trial/

BusterSci  One thing we can be certain about in cycling--the reviews of
anything new will be mixed.

PasadenaK8  ðŸ‘‹ McNally

Katie S  Hi, Mike! There you are!!

PasadenaK8  And Gillemarie! ðŸ‘‹

Katie S  Yay!

PasadenaK8  There goes G....
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mmcnally  School year wrapped up last week, so now time to talk some me
time.Â  :)

mmcnally  *take

Katie S  â€œSchoolâ€™s out for summer!â€�

RocketCityGal  We saw the last Â menâ€™s /womenâ€™s TTT at Worlds
(Innsbruck)

Katie S  And heâ€™s off!

mmcnally  My youngest daughter who went to school last year in Lisbon fell
in love with being in Europe. She traveled a bit, but like her father fell in love

with France. So she found a job in Tours that she starts at the end of summer. We are very
excited for her.

SFinAus  That was great, RCG! Â The new format is ok, but the old way was
way better. Â Still, I understand why the trade teams didn't like.

Katie S  Thatâ€™s great news, Mike! The family migration to France begins!

mmcnally  She is beating me by 6 years!

BusterSci  Crimes! Â France let in a foreign worker?

SFinAus  Congrats to her. Â Sounds like a life being well lived.

BusterSci  Looks like G is making up good time on Martinez

mmcnally  It took some doing, Buster. But she kept at it. She had something
lined up in Faro, Portugal. But it fell through at the last minute.

BusterSci  What's her field?
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PasadenaK8  FÃ©licitation!! to your daughter, Mike.

mmcnally  Hospitality.

BusterSci  A good field for a large tourist economy.

mmcnally  It certainly gives her an edge.

mmcnally  Or I should say, opportunity.

BusterSci  19s pickup for G over Martinez

BusterSci  And Ineos knows enough about Dani to know what G needs to do
to take maximum time

BusterSci  Thimple Thymen in with second fastest time.

BusterSci  Pogi take 4s out of Ganna at the first check

PasadenaK8  Filippo, Thymen, Plapp, Fossâ€¦ quite a Philip Glass
symphonic sound line up of ridersâ€™ names.

Katie S  Haha!

BusterSci  Tiberi on a good ride

BusterSci  o'Conner 7th at second check

PasadenaK8  PCS has been getting some great photos, as the riders pass
by their van: https://www.procyclingstats.com/race/giro-d-italia/2024/stage-

14/live
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BusterSci  Frau couldn't resist buying some Chicken Poop lip balm the other
day. Â Happy the label clearly states "Contains no Poop."

Katie S  I would really like to see Oâ€™Ganna take this one

Katie S  What will they think of next?

PasadenaK8  2nd that.

BusterSci  G has matched Thymen's time at both check points.

SFinAus  I think I saw that balm at a local feed store. Â I resisted. Â :)

Katie S  I have the niece this weekend. Thereâ€™s a feed store in town.
Guess where Iâ€™m gonna take herâ€¦

RocketCityGal  Tiberi 4th for now

BusterSci  Well done.

BusterSci  No idea how accurate the PCS map is, but it looks like Dani is
fading

RocketCityGal  G past the Italiacow

BusterSci  1:19 back for Dani. Â The map is not accurate.

BusterSci  G picking up 32s right now

RocketCityGal  Pog losing time to Ganna in the last part
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RocketCityGal  Oâ€™Connor 5th

BusterSci  I think Ganna went with a strong negative split.

Katie S  Good on G

RocketCityGal  Good TT 4 G

BusterSci  I'm always happiest when a true specialist beats the GC guys in
later TTs. Â That's the way it should be.

Katie S  Ayup

SFinAus  In the last ITT, I proclaimed I was glad O'Ganna was earning his
keep on my team only to find out Iater I didn't have him. Â May have been on

my short list, but didn't make it. Â (I spent too much having both Pog and G.)

RocketCityGal  Yay for Ganna!

BusterSci  Not a big deal in the first week. Â But Ganna can phone it in for a
couple stages to prep for today.

RocketCityGal  Not too bad for Martinez

Tim in KY  The Columbian national time trial race must have been uphill.

BusterSci  Columbia not really known for its TT prowess.

Katie S  Oâ€™yeah, Oâ€™G

PasadenaK8  Clap, clap, clap!
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BusterSci  Very good.

RocketCityGal  Hard, hard stage tomorrow.

Katie S  Buonissimo!

BusterSci  Pogi widens his gap, which is good. Â But O'Ganna wins, which is
also good.

SFinAus  Yup, yup

RocketCityGal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1716045944-

IMG_8570.jpeg

Tim in KY  Tomorrow is a really nasty stage.

BusterSci  Aight. Â Buh bye.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1716045984-stage-
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Katie S  Oh goody!

PasadenaK8  Looking forward to that nasty stage tomorrow. Lots of big kitty
Cats on the horizon â›°ï¸�â›°ï¸�ðŸ�”ï¸�

Katie S  Gonna be some leaden legs out there tomorrow
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Katie S  Ciao, tutti!

RocketCityGal  That second one is GC now.

SFinAus  Ciao, ciao

RocketCityGal  Ciao and Meow.

PasadenaK8  Ciao, ciao, ciao *;-)


