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Katie Lane  Good morning and welcome to stage 18 of the Giro d' Italia.Â 
Today's mountainous stage has a 4-star difficulty rating.Â  It is 161 km in

length with 3700 meters of altitude gain.Â  There are 5 categorized climbs -- The category 1
Passo Della Crosetta, the category 4 Pieve d'Alpago, the category 1 Forcella Cibiana, and in
rapid succession two category 2 climbs at the end, the Coi and the Val di Zoldo.

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684945966-

Rout.jpg

Katie Lane  The route begins NNE of Venice, and ends in the Dolomites not
too far from the Austrian border.

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684946006-lago-

coldai-ad-agosto.jpg

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684946025-

Profile.jpg

Katie Lane  Here is the Giro site's official description of the route:

Katie Lane  This is a full mountain stage. The route climbs the Passo della
Crosetta (11 km, 7% gradient), reaching the Cansiglio, and then descends or

undulates, twisting continuously, through the Piave valley, all the way to Pieve di Cadore. The
race enters the Boite valley and climbs the Forcella Cibiana (9.6 km, 8% gradient), then
enters the Val di Zoldo for the closing ascent. Final kilometres The last 15 km in the Val di
Zoldo feature two categorized climbs. Coi, the first one, has uphill gradients of nearly 20%;
the roadway is narrowed at points, but well paved. The finish is 5 km from the summit. A short
descent leads into the final 3 km, with gradients hovering around 6%. Eight consecutive
switchbacks lead into the home straight (300 m long and 7 m wide).

Katie Lane  After a fairly flat start, the riders will ascend The Passo Della
Crosetta, which is 11.6 km long with am average gradient a little overÂ  7%

and ramps as steep as 11%.Â  The summit is 40.8 km into the race.

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684946544-

La%20Crosetta.jpg
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Rocket City Gal  The route then mostly descends for a bit before the category
4 Pieve d' Alpago, which crests 68.3 km into the route. Then there is a long

gradual and then steeper uphill before the first sprint at 115.7 km, then things are again
relatively flat before the 9.6 km climb of Category 1 Forcella Cibiana, which actually starts
with a bit of a descent before the ascending begins; the average gradient is 7.8%, but there
are ramps of up to 15%. The 2nd half of the climb is much steeper than the first half.Â  This
climb crests 135.2 km into the race.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684956640-

Forcella%20Cibiana.jpg

Rocket City Gal  Then there is a fun descent to the 2nd sprint (for bonus
seconds) before a long ascent of the category 2 Coi with gradients of up to

19%, cresting at 155.7 km, and a shorter final category 2 ascent of the Val di Zoldo with
maximum gradients of up to 10%, atop which the race ends at 161.0 km.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684956901-

Final%20KMs.jpg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684956963-

Finish.jpg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1684956969-

last%203%20km.jpg

Rocket City Gal  (The last 3 km).

Rocket City Gal  Start is at 12:20 CEST; the finish is imagined on either side
of 17:15 CEST. The forecast calls for 77 F / 25 C at the start with partly sunny /

partly cloudy skies and wind at 6 mph from the east; there will be mixed sun and clouds with a
fairly low chance of rain during the stage with increasingly sunny skies as the day progresses.
At the finish, the forecast calls for mostly sunny skies with only a slight (7%) rain chance, with
temperatures will be around 66 F and wind from the SE at 6 mph.

Rocket City Gal  Start is at 12:20 CEST; the finish is imagined on either side
of 17:15 CEST.
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Rocket City Gal  The forecast calls for 77 F / 25 C at the start with partly
sunny / partly cloudy skies and wind at 6 mph from the east; there will be mixed

sun and clouds with a fairly low chance of rain during the stage with increasingly sunny skies
as the day progresses. At the finish, the forecast calls for mostly sunny skies with only a slight
(7%) rain chance, with temperatures will be around 66 F and wind from the SE at 6 mph.

BusterSci  Covili and Bonifazio are DNS today

Charlie in Tenn  looks like there will be a fight to get in the break today.

Tim in KY  Everyone wants to be in the break.

Rocket City Gal  I was just coming to add the DNSs for the day, but Buster
beat me to it.Â  There are 126 of the original 176 riders remaining in the race

(28.5% dropout rate).

Charlie in Tenn  50kph for 20 min. Easy work.

Tim in KY  I wonder why guys who know they will be chased down try
anyway.

BusterSci  1) because the DS told them to. Â 2) To give a teammate a
chance to counterattack. 3) To ruin the current attempt. 4) to stretch the legs

before a big day. Â None of this is my wisdom, I heard it on a podcast years ago.

Charlie in Tenn  Some of them might not be a smart as us also.

Charlie in Tenn  We are going uphill already.

Tim in KY  Climbing started at 28 km.

Charlie in Tenn  I am interested to see how the teams with guys within 8 min
try to move up and how the others try to stop that.

BusterSci  Charlie, I would suspect on a general knowledge test, none is as
smart as us. Â Once the test is predicated on having a butt on a saddle,
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however, ...

Charlie in Tenn  I support that hypothesis.

Charlie in Tenn  6 guys out front and about 30-40 in the GC group being
chased by others.

Charlie in Tenn  8 out front

Charlie in Tenn  It is a mess. guys are all over the road. G has 2 teammates,
Jumbo has lost several off the front.

bikerabe  pinot frigo and gee in front

Charlie in Tenn  kinda calming down in the GC pack of 30 riders

Rocket City Gal  This is supposedly the third-hardest stage on paper.Â  The
hardest will be tomorrow.Â  Second hardest was 2 days ago.

BusterSci  Packing. Â Hope to be on the road home by 8.

Charlie in Tenn  34 in gc plus 15 more about to catch on. most of the missing
Ineos and Jumbo are back now. UAE has at least 4 riders

Charlie in Tenn  All is well

bikerabe  Pinot first over kom

Rocket City Gal  Gee and Skujins have sure been in a lot of breakaways this
Giro.

Tim in KY  Cows!
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Rocket City Gal  Working on other things until the race heats up a bit.Â 
Garden has needed a little attention so I worked on that yesterday and will

hopefully finish up today.Â  Finally have squash and cukes in.Â  The chipmunks kept eating
the seeds I planted, so I ended up starting the seeds in pots under my cold frame which is
screened in.Â  That seemed to work (if the seedlings survive).Â  We also have some mystery
volunteer squash again this year.Â  We had some two years ago that were very weird.Â 
Â Lime green, elongated like a yellow squash but ridged like an acorn squash (it was clearly a
hybrid between the two).Â  The skin was thinner like a summer squash.Â  It tasted like...
squash.Â  The plant was reasonably prolific.

Rocket City Gal  So we'll see what we've got going with these volunteers in a
few weeks.

Rocket City Gal  Tim, how is your trip going?

Tim in KY  Touch and go. Wife is not feeling well last couple of days.

BusterSci  Going to be a gorgeous day here. Â Sadly, we won't be here.
Â But it's good to get our before the holiday weekend starts.

Tim in KY  3 KU to go.

Rob  Last year when the tributes to the queen were on tv, there was one clip
that made me think of this chat. I wonder if she was a secret LUG Nut.

Rob  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXGeft7khSo

BusterSci  Somebody who plays more with AI, make one where she says
"SAGAN!"

Rocket City Gal  Tim, it's bad to be sick.Â  But it's especially bad to be sick
on vacation.Â  I hope she gets to feeling better soon.

Tim in KY  Very short leash because of Pinot. 1:49.

Tim in KY  On the short Cat 4.
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Tim in KY  Pinot gets 4 more KOM points.

Charlie in Tenn  Will they be holding back for tomorrow? A theoretically
harder stage. I think you go hard today and try to put time into everyone that

you can.

Rocket City Gal  Charlie, tomorrow is supposed to be the hardest stage of
this Giro (and the hardest for several years), based on amount of climbing,

grades, and such.Â  Â I think they're riding a bit conservatively today with an eye towards
tomorrow, with the exception of Pinot who has good legs today and wants the KOM jersey
back.

Rocket City Gal  And Gee, who may be going for overall breakaway dude.

BusterSci  Since I haven't been watching this year, is it Gee like G or Gee
like Ghee or Gee like Throatwarbler Mangrove?

Tim in KY  Gee.

Katie S  like Gee whiz, which is when he takes a nature...

Tim in KY  Like the letter.

Katie S  Good morning.

Tim in KY  30 Km of boring false flat now.

Charlie in Tenn  That came out great Katie S. Of course, it is best for it to
come out perfect otherwise you have whiz down your leg.

BusterSci  Thanks. Â So anglophone commentators have to not use
Thomas's nickname.

Tim in KY  Itâ€™s Gâ€™s 37th birthday today. I donâ€™t know when
Geeâ€™s birthday is.
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Tim in KY  Feed zone.

Charlie in Tenn  No, they continue to use both. Mostly because they all know
G as G.

Charlie in Tenn  I mentioned the ladies Burgos race yesterday. It really was
great to watch. Replays are available on Flo if you have a subscription.

Charlie in Tenn  Our summer trip will be to Utah for 2 weeks and then
Washington state for a couple more weeks.

Katie S  is that one trip?

Katie S  Dam!

Katie S  oh geez. Vajont Disaster - landslide fell into the lake, created a huge
wave that washed over the dam, into the valley and killed 1600+ people - in

1963.

Charlie in Tenn  Yes. We travel for 4 to 6 weeks each summer. Sheila's
family is all in Utah. We attend a family reunion of her sibs and Dad, and

usually another for her Mother's side for 2 weekends. Hang with her sibs and a couple friends
in-between the reunions. Then we either spend 2 weeks before or after visiting National
Parks/Monuments/Historic Places. The high number is 16 in one summer. In July, we go to 2
different boardgame conventions to complete our travels.

Tim in KY  Gap is up to 4:22.

Katie S  That sounds like a terrific trip, Charlie, and I admire your stamina for
four weeks on the road.

Tim in KY  With kids!

Charlie in Tenn  They can certainly add to the stress but generally are pretty
good.

Tim in KY  A lot of sticky bottles today.
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Tim in KY  Iâ€™ve had to turn the sound off.

Tim in KY  Wife is getting checked out at urgent care clinic.

Tim in KY  This is an awfully up-tilted false flat.

Rocket City Gal  Tim, I hope they get her sorted and are able to do
something to help her feel better.

Rocket City Gal  On our small-boat Alaska cruise (several years pre-COVID,
our first and probably last ever cruise), one of the passengers showed up with

a respiratory infection and passed it along to everyone on the boat to some degree.Â  My
husband spent an entire day of the cruise which fever and shaking chills, and sweats after a
day of not feeling so good.Â  He was coughing up nasty goop.Â  Of course we weren't going
anywhere where there were medical facilities... he was better but not quite right through the
end of the cruise.Â  We got off the ship and I said, we're going to a walk-in clinic.Â  Hubby
wanted to wait until we got home to see HIS doctor.Â  I said, that will be 3 more days
minimum, IF you can get in at the earliest possible moment.Â  Nope, we're getting this looked
at now.Â  Well, his bronchitis had developed into pneumonia.Â  We were able to get
antibiotics and other meds for him immediately (well, as immediately as ever when waiting at
doctors' offices and pharmacies), and he was feeling a lot better 48 hours later.Â  I hate to
think how bad it would've been had we waited some more.

Tim in KY  While we wait, Iâ€™m going for a walk. May have to watch the
final climb on replay.

Katie S  enmoy it

Katie S  Enjoy

Trish in MA  RCG, were you on an UnCruise in Alaska? Â We went on one 2
years ago. Â Because we wore masks, no spreading of nasty germs.

Trish in MA  I am staying home today to not spread my cold germs to my
colleagues. Â They all say they are very grateful.

Katie S  We did an UnCruise from/back to Juneau (met Alaska Dave) five
years ago, and it was a wonderful experience.
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Trish in MA  Great outfit. Â We also did the Juneau cruise up to Glacier Bay -
but did not meet Alaska Dave. Â Friends just did their Baja trip. Â Said it was

great.

Trish in MA  Adam Blythe discussing his food on the motorbike. Â Discussing
eating his box of antipasto on the bike - "it's easier than eating sushi on a

Moto".

Trish in MA  Just rolling through Titian's birthplace.

Rocket City Gal  Trish -- we used Fantasy Cruises.Â  The owners weren't on
the ship for that cruise like they had been for most; the crew was great, but

about half the stops that were written up in the cruise description were skipped for one reason
or another.Â  The views were great, we had some awesome whale and killer whale sightings,
they tried to add on extra things to make up for what got cut.Â  There were opportunities to
kayak and even to go ashore and hike or have a campfire.Â  The food was great.Â  I would
never do a big-ship cruise.Â  A small boat cruise is definitely the way to see Alaska.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1685022130-

Venus%20of%20Urbino.jpg

Rocket City Gal  Venus of Urbino -- one of Titian's most famous paintings.Â 
We saw it in the Uffizi in Florence on our honeymoon lo these decades ago.

Trish in MA  Sounds like Fantasy is similar to UnCruise. Â We got a chance
to do something in the morning and in the afternoon, usually a choice of

kayaking, bushwhacking, zodiac riding, etc. Â We saw a glacier calve and one of my friends
was super close to a bear

Rocket City Gal  We were supposed to go to an Inuit village and that got
cut.Â  But they added on a trip to a small island with a lighthouse, where a

couple lived and gardened and kept the lighthouse.Â  There were nesting eagles and other
wildlife on the island.

Katie S  "In our day, we were different men, Jens," says Sean Kelly in
response to Jens' wonder at the chainring size the guys are riding these days.

Rocket City Gal  We saw a glacier calve; they fished out some ice and made
daquiris with it.Â  They piloted the boat to the base of a tall waterfall and

caught pure glacier icemelt water in a pitcher, and anyone who wanted to drink some could.Â 
One day they pulled into this little bay; we were the only ones there, surrounded by nature,
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and you could kayak around (I did that solo; it was the day hubby was super sick).Â  They
took us on several motoriized raft rides.Â  They took the boat close (as close as legal) to a
sea lion colony. The views were stunning and there were so many different things to see.

Rocket City Gal  No bears, but as the cruise ended in Juno, a whale followed
us up the main waterway and breached multiple times.Â  The crew had never

seen a whale do that in Juno before.

Trish in MA  I've decided to get out of bed and get dressed in case I have to
join the staff meeting.

Rocket City Gal  Approaching, the Forcella, the break (PARET-PEINTRE
AurÃ©lien,Â PRONSKIY Vadim,Â PINOT Thibaut,Â FRIGO Marco,Â GEE

Derek,Â BARGUIL Warren ,Â ZANA Filippo) is 5:11 ahead of the peoloton.

Katie S  1 very important KU left to go ... when will we see the stage explode
into attacks and counter attacks?

Charlie in Tenn  I am back from transplanting basil, dill, and tomatoes that
were growing in my inside water garden things. Well they are still inside for

now but in pots with soil instead of water.

SFinAus  Good day all.Â  I'll miss a good portion of the first half of the Tour
while we're on a cruise from Seattle to Juneau and back.Â  Never thought

we'd do a cruise but there was a confluences of influences.Â  Looking forward to it.Â  Now for
a meeting or two.Â  Â Pfft.

Charlie in Tenn  Ineos on the front and setting a serious tempo.

Trish in MA  Commentators debating whether Rog is struggling

Trish in MA  Rats. Â They want me to join the staff meeting

Charlie in Tenn  3 Ineos, 4 UAE (1 other slipping back), 3 Jumbo with 2
others slightly behind.

Alaska Dave  The best way to see Alaska is to fly into Juneau and consult
the localsâ€™
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Katie S  local humans? or local bears?

Katie S  hi Dave

Katie S  (the nerve of those Rats, Trish! Hurry back!)

Alaska Dave  Local humans for the sights, local bears for the food

Alaska Dave  Local beers arenâ€™t too bad either.

Katie S  Loco bears with beers

Tim in KY  Think the GC will let the break go?

Alaska Dave  Mixing bears and beers results in different culinary
experiences

Katie S  best-placed guy in the break is Pinot, I think, 6'48" back from G (not
Gee).

Charlie in Tenn  Pinot got the KOM so he is leading that jersey.

Katie S  I would think Thomas may try to put some hurt into Roglic and
Almeida closer to the finish if he's got it in his legs and senses they -

especially Rog - don't.

Charlie in Tenn  Formolo UAE is dropped

Charlie in Tenn  Haig is dropped.

Tim in KY  Carthy struggling. Because heâ€™s on my team.
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Katie S  Saturday's ITT may decide it all. Almeida was 56 seconds better
than Thomas in the first ITT and Roglic was 12 seconds better than Thomas.

Tim in KY  Saturdayâ€™s ITT is straight up a goat path.

Katie S  on paper, which of those 3 guys do you think is most likely to have
the fastest time?

Tim in KY  The UAE.

Tim in KY  Wife has taken her first antibiotic pill.

Charlie in Tenn  I think it is close. If it was mostly flat I would pick G. As it is, I
can't decide.

Katie S  I'm so sorry, Tim, for your wife. I hope she bounces back soon.

Charlie in Tenn  Yes, Tim, best wishes to her and you.

Tim in KY  Frigo dropped.

Tim in KY  Thank you both.

SFinAus  Wishing a speedy recovery to your wife, Tim

Tim in KY  She feels a lot better just knowing whatâ€™s going on.

Tim in KY  Itâ€™s interesting that when the break was forming the GC
teams would not let Healy go in several attempts. But they let Pinot go even

though heâ€™s only 7:00 down.

Tim in KY  There have been a lot of newly paved roads during this Giro.
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Tim in KY  Parrot Painter dropped.

Katie S  ok, i want Pinot to win this one

SFinAus  I can get behind that.Â  Hopefully he learned some patience.

Tim in KY  Just Pinot and Oâ€™Zana left.

Tim in KY  Gee goner.

Charlie in Tenn  Dennis gone from the GC group

Charlie in Tenn  Kuss and Rog move to the front

Katie Lane  Kuss ups the tempo for Rog. Â The shedding of riders begins.

SFinAus  Dropping some folks.

Tim in KY  Carthy cooked.

SFinAus  Jowow getting gapped

Katie Lane  Thomas sticks with him. Â Almeida not able to.

Tim in KY  Kiss really killing it.

Tim in KY  Is that Dunbar?

Tim in KY  Yes it is.



05-25-2023
10:46:36 am

05-25-2023
10:49:09 am

05-25-2023
10:50:08 am

05-25-2023
10:50:11 am

05-25-2023
10:50:31 am

05-25-2023
10:50:39 am

05-25-2023
10:50:40 am

05-25-2023
10:50:50 am

05-25-2023
10:52:41 am

05-25-2023
10:52:58 am

05-25-2023
10:53:53 am

05-25-2023
10:54:05 am

05-25-2023
10:54:08 am

05-25-2023
10:54:11 am

Charlie in Tenn  I need Rog for my fantasy but I like G. Dunbar hanging
tough.

Tim in KY  Jowow is only 5 seconds behind.

Tim in KY  Rog goes

SFinAus  Woop here we go.

Charlie in Tenn  Leknessund following UAE

bikerabe  mano a mano

Tim in KY  G holds on.

Katie S  Sepp is back

SFinAus  G looks comfortable with the JV dual.

Katie S  "Knock yourselves out, kids"

Katie Lane  Pinot having a great day today. Â I guess heâ€™s Pinot Glee-
gio and not Noir today.

Charlie in Tenn  Almeida coming back

SFinAus  Looks like Vine, is bringing Almeida and Dunbar back

Katie S  heh heh heh, Katie L



05-25-2023
10:54:22 am

05-25-2023
10:55:41 am

05-25-2023
10:56:11 am

05-25-2023
10:56:24 am

05-25-2023
10:57:10 am

05-25-2023
10:57:17 am

05-25-2023
10:59:03 am

05-25-2023
10:59:16 am

05-25-2023
10:59:24 am

05-25-2023
11:00:03 am

05-25-2023
11:00:05 am

05-25-2023
11:00:16 am

05-25-2023
11:00:20 am

05-25-2023
11:00:28 am

05-25-2023

Charlie in Tenn  Thanks Sean

Katie S  whooops

Katie S  "Stay on the tarmac, it's the important thing" - Sean Kelly

Charlie in Tenn  seems right

Charlie in Tenn  Vine back helping

SFinAus  Didn't take Hatch or Kelly long to put a bit of a dig in regarding Vine
coming up through the zwift racing ranks.Â  :)

Tim in KY  Vine almost left Jowow behind.

SFinAus  Vine/Almeida limiting the damage well .,... so far

Tim in KY  And dropped himself.

Katie S  Zanna looks pretty comfortable

SFinAus  Meanwhile, back up front,,,,

Charlie in Tenn  Zana looks really good

SFinAus  Yep Katie

SFinAus  and Charlie.



05-25-2023
11:00:52 am

05-25-2023
11:00:53 am

05-25-2023
11:01:05 am

05-25-2023
11:01:10 am

05-25-2023
11:01:40 am

05-25-2023
11:02:38 am

05-25-2023
11:03:03 am

05-25-2023
11:04:15 am

05-25-2023
11:04:25 am

05-25-2023
11:04:35 am

05-25-2023
11:04:37 am

05-25-2023
11:04:55 am

05-25-2023
11:06:46 am

05-25-2023
11:09:21 am

Katie S  NO NO NO NONONONONONO

SFinAus  No gifts.

Katie S  dagnabbit

Tim in KY  Noir!

SFinAus  Zanna put the No in PInot

SFinAus  Too bad, although Italy will like seeing they're national
champ/jersey winning a mountain stage.

Katie S  oh, good one, Shawn

Tim in KY  Back to vacation doings.

Katie S  enjoy

Katie S  i'm back to work doings. see you all tomorrow.

Charlie in Tenn  Tim, Have fun, we hope.

Trish in MA  Just came back after all the action.

Trish in MA  Well, I'll see everyone tomorrow.

SFinAus  Onto tomorrow.Â  Have a good rest of this day.


