
05-27-2026
12:41:02 pm

05-27-2026
12:41:16 pm

05-27-2026
12:42:33 pm

05-27-2026
12:43:32 pm

05-27-2026
12:43:41 pm

05-27-2026
12:43:54 pm

05-27-2026
12:45:03 pm

05-27-2026
05:03:08 pm

05-28-2026
06:29:59 am

05-28-2026
07:04:21 am

05-28-2026
07:39:43 am

Tim in KY  GdI Stage 18 is 167 kilometers from Fai della Paganella, in
north central Italy, southeast to Pieve di Soligo., north of Venice.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779900375-

stage-18-route.jpg

Tim in KY  While the route features plenty of lumps, there are only two
categorized climbs. The first is a 3.2-kilometer Cat 3 climb at 3.9%

which comes roughly at the halfway mark. The second categorized climb is a Cat 4
that crests 9 km from the finish. It is only one kilometer long but averages 12.5%. Not
a day for the true sprinters.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779900511-

stage-18-profile.jpg

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779900520-

stage-18-muro-poggio.jpg

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779900533-

stage-18-route-finale.jpg

Tim in KY  Kilometer zero is scheduled for 13:30 CEST. Finish is
imagined either side of 17:20. Forecast is for sunshine in the upper 20s.

Tim in KY  In other news:  Beloki, Van Garderen fined for sticky bottle
on stage 17.

Tim in KY  Still an hour to Km0 but so far no DNS today.

Tim in KY  Time for my walk.

Tim in KY  Break fight underway. Time to butcher the cauliflower.
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05-28-2026
07:48:27 am

05-28-2026
08:23:08 am

05-28-2026
08:24:20 am

05-28-2026
08:24:48 am

05-28-2026
08:25:59 am

05-28-2026
08:29:27 am

05-28-2026
08:31:55 am

05-28-2026
08:32:03 am

05-28-2026
08:32:42 am

05-28-2026
08:54:50 am

05-28-2026
08:58:08 am

05-28-2026
08:58:29 am

05-28-2026
08:58:41 am

Rocket City Gal  Magli and Jacobs 40 seconds ahead of peloton. 
Sevilla tried but was unable to bridge.

Tim in KY  Still no break established. I guess I should turn on  Max and
see which teams don't want a break.

Rocket City Gal  Breaks forming, getting caught.  Short leash today.

Rocket City Gal  Oliviera and Bais trying now

Rocket City Gal  Nope.

Tim in KY  Two Polti have a small gap. For now.

Rocket City Gal  Bais again, and Mifsud.  (The Poltis).  Rolland trying to
bridge.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779971822-

1779971522587.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  I picked up these somewhat sick fosters yesterday.
 They’re doing a little better this morning.

Katie S  Good morning. Those kittens will improve under your care, I
have no doubt

Rocket City Gal  Bias, Mifsid and Shaw seem to be the break.

Rocket City Gal  Bais.  Stupid autocorrect

Katie S  My friend and I had a nice ride yesterday - mountain bikes on
a bluff trail above the ocean. I recall the rule about cycling: it never gets

easier, you just get faster. I believe the corollary for aging cyclists is: it doesn’t get
easier, you just get slower.
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05-28-2026
09:01:00 am

05-28-2026
09:01:50 am

05-28-2026
09:05:17 am

05-28-2026
09:07:54 am

05-28-2026
09:14:20 am

05-28-2026
09:15:46 am

05-28-2026
09:19:28 am

05-28-2026
09:21:39 am

05-28-2026
09:30:53 am

05-28-2026
09:36:04 am

05-28-2026
09:43:05 am

05-28-2026
09:43:27 am

05-28-2026
09:43:31 am

05-28-2026
09:43:55 am

Bikerabe  peloton gap over 1 min.

Bikerabe  Go Shaw Go EF

Tim in KY  Despite all the break-chasing they're still at the slowest
imaginable.

Tim in KY  Well, that's interesting. Mifsid who rides for Polti/Visit Malta
is actually a native of Malta.

Tim in KY  Less than a minute gap.

Tim in KY  About to start the Cat 3 in the middle of the route.

Katie S  A Maltese! Not a lot of great cycling distances there. Even the
big island is small. I once spent two days driving around sightseeing and

returned the rental car with still a half-tank of fuel.

Rocket City Gal  Geens, Mifsud, Shaw and Bais 1:15 ahead of peloton

SFinAus  Good morning. Katie, I'm experiencing your adage on
cycling.  ;)

SFinAus  Santa again!

Mikey  Good Morning

SFinAus  Hiya, Mikey

Katie S  Haha, SF, see?!?! Good mor, Mikey

Katie S  Mor … morning
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05-28-2026
09:46:07 am

05-28-2026
09:47:24 am

05-28-2026
09:48:07 am

05-28-2026
09:50:07 am

05-28-2026
09:50:09 am

05-28-2026
09:50:20 am

05-28-2026
09:50:24 am

05-28-2026
09:50:42 am

05-28-2026
09:50:54 am

05-28-2026
09:51:13 am

05-28-2026
09:52:07 am

05-28-2026
09:52:17 am

05-28-2026
09:52:35 am

05-28-2026
09:52:38 am

Mikey  Managed to get SBS up and running after an hour of effort but
worth it to have video

Mikey  Biking has been pretty slow here.... preparing for a trip to
Portugal though

Mikey  Norman walked and now it out like most of the race day

PasadenaK8  👋  Mornin', tutii.

Katie S  When do you leave for Portugal. What’re your highlights to
do/see?

Katie S  Mornin’ K8

Tim in KY  Too many chores. And now that they're done it's into the
part of the race called "boring".

Katie S  Of course

Mikey  There is a boring section Tim ?

Tim in KY  Yup.

SFinAus  The Flo commentators have been killing time with NRRRBBB
and RRBBBB.

Mikey  We leave in a couple of weeks.  Pilgrimage. Will walk some of
the Camino. Wine wine wine

PasadenaK8  We'll just have to enjoy the scenery (quad view has lots)

SFinAus  Yesterday was a good stage though
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05-28-2026
09:52:59 am

05-28-2026
09:53:27 am

05-28-2026
09:53:54 am

05-28-2026
09:54:05 am

05-28-2026
09:55:03 am

05-28-2026
09:55:11 am

05-28-2026
09:56:14 am

05-28-2026
09:58:15 am

05-28-2026
10:00:01 am

05-28-2026
10:01:03 am

05-28-2026
10:02:08 am

05-28-2026
10:02:35 am

05-28-2026
10:02:58 am

05-28-2026

Katie S  I’m watching today’s stage sporting a new cycling cap. My
riding friend just came back from Italy and she brought me a bright pink

Giro cycling cap. I’m wearing it, with the bill tilted up, as one does.

Mikey  Nice Katie

PasadenaK8  Giro cap envy ~ good friend!

Mikey  Would love to ask Mons for a St James essay

PasadenaK8  :FL:

SFinAus  As one does.  That's a good friend, Katie

Katie S  Hard to believe there was a long period when these jaunty little
caps were the only thing cyclists wore on their noggins.

Bikerabe  interesting stage Will Narvaez a non-sprinter retain the
points jersey?

Mikey  SBS says Milan all in today and is deliberately sandbagging
until later

Bikerabe  then for a while helmets could ne removed on extreme final
climbs

Rocket City Gal  Back from another kitten check.  They are cute but
had /have a variety of maladies.  Underweight.  Conjunctivitis,  Sneezing

a little.  Had ticks but no fleas.  Likely have 🪱  🪱

SFinAus  Hard to believe how much the peloton resisted using
helmets.

Rocket City Gal  How about the old soft  helmets.  Hairnet helmets I
think they were called.  Not really much protection with those things

Toulouse  Hope the kittens feel better soon. Less work for you then, too.
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10:03:25 am

05-28-2026
10:03:40 am

05-28-2026
10:03:45 am

05-28-2026
10:04:06 am

05-28-2026
10:04:28 am

05-28-2026
10:04:46 am

05-28-2026
10:04:58 am

05-28-2026
10:06:39 am

05-28-2026
10:07:47 am

05-28-2026
10:08:07 am

05-28-2026
10:08:54 am

05-28-2026
10:09:53 am

05-28-2026
10:10:43 am

05-28-2026
10:10:45 am

Rocket City Gal  We actually have one that I got on eBay (for
decorating a room with a “sport” motif)

Mikey  Two nasty corners at the end. Will there be any race before
then?

Rocket City Gal  Mikey:  Nope

Bikerabe  Adam Blythe on the mto sounding a lot like Sean Kelly to me

Mikey  I had an old leather helmet err hairnet and pedals with little
clippy things

Katie S  Skid lids

PasadenaK8  Definitely close in the points classification, Bikerabe As
of yesterday… Narváez 157 pts Magnier 145 pts

Mikey  Commercial for Aussie Oats!

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779977586-

IMG_1487.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  Not the one we have.  I guess it might protect against
abrasions…. Not much else.

Mikey  Clearing out team cars... that says sprint point race

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779977586-

1779977441961.jpeg

Katie S  The old guys in my cycling club, VeloClub Monterey, in the late
1970s wore those. I wore the half ping pong ball helmet from Brll.
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05-28-2026
10:11:05 am

05-28-2026
10:12:56 am

05-28-2026
10:13:45 am

05-28-2026
10:14:27 am

05-28-2026
10:15:37 am

05-28-2026
10:15:51 am

05-28-2026
10:17:29 am

05-28-2026
10:19:41 am

05-28-2026
10:19:58 am

05-28-2026
10:20:56 am

05-28-2026
10:21:12 am

05-28-2026
10:21:19 am

05-28-2026
10:22:21 am

Rocket City Gal  Feeling a little better this morning.  And no longer
scared.

Rocket City Gal  Fake “Mamacat” has a heartbeat /purr simulator you
put inside it.  You can put a hot-pack inside too.  These kittens are old

enough they don’t need a heat source.

Mikey  Do we have a birthday boy in the break?

Rocket City Gal  We are still 20 km from the intermediate sprint.

PasadenaK8  Yes we do, Mikey. Mifsud  :CK:

Mikey  The gap went below a minute for a minute but not now

Rocket City Gal  Mifsud the Maltese rider is 27 today.  PCS says “prior
nationality French”

Rocket City Gal  From Wikipedia:  “In 2024, Mifsud decided to compete
for Malta, a country from which part of his family originates, allowing him

to compete in the road race at the 2024 UCI Road World Championships.[3] In 2026,
he joined Team Polti VisitMalta and was selected for the Giro d'Italia, making him the
first Maltese rider to enter a Grand Tour.[4]”

Rocket City Gal  He was born in Grasse France

Mikey  Crash

SFinAus  Oh no.

Tim in KY  Radar looks like the rain at the finish will arrive after the
riders. But it's a near thing.

Mikey  Feed zone mishap for white jersey
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05-28-2026
10:23:38 am

05-28-2026
10:32:36 am

05-28-2026
10:33:42 am

05-28-2026
10:35:06 am

05-28-2026
10:35:32 am

05-28-2026
10:36:55 am

05-28-2026
10:37:30 am

05-28-2026
10:37:35 am

05-28-2026
10:37:51 am

05-28-2026
10:38:11 am

05-28-2026
10:38:34 am

05-28-2026
10:40:15 am

05-28-2026
10:40:18 am

05-28-2026
10:40:45 am

SFinAus  Remounted but he looks very uncomfortable

Bikerabe  still 5 km to sprint points

Katie S  Well thanks, Rob. Spoiler on Roland Garros… I may have
planned to watch that match tonight…

Mikey  Looks like rain at the end Tim

Mikey  Closed the gap and then changed their minds again

Tim in KY  Lots of grapes.

PasadenaK8  🥂🍾

Mikey  Wow grapes every direction

John  What beautiful vineyards

PasadenaK8  They were just confirming your weather report on HBO,
Mikey.

Tim in KY  They will pass the sprint slower than the slowest...

SFinAus  Unimaginable.

Mikey  Norman says it is going to remain slow Tim

Rocket City Gal  So... the answer to "what was the green disc that
Valgren was flashing around at the finish?" for yesterday's stage is, some

kind of Pokemon token / disc made by his son (his good luck charm.  Apparently it
worked).
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05-28-2026
10:41:19 am

05-28-2026
10:41:41 am

05-28-2026
10:43:21 am

05-28-2026
10:43:27 am

05-28-2026
10:43:39 am

05-28-2026
10:43:40 am

05-28-2026
10:43:45 am

05-28-2026
10:44:12 am

05-28-2026
10:44:16 am

05-28-2026
10:44:22 am

05-28-2026
10:44:27 am

05-28-2026
10:45:52 am

05-28-2026
10:48:54 am

Bikerabe  thanks RCG

Rocket City Gal  I forgot who asked.  And I know nothing about
Pokemon....

Bikerabe  Narvaez got 1 sprint point

Katie S  That is sweet - the Pokémon charm by his son

John  Me neither RCG, but it's getting very popular with famous
athletes these days

John  https://www.si.com/collectibles/pokemon-cards-and-lamine-
yamal-create-global-crossover-buzz

Mikey  Spiderman just made an appearance

Rocket City Gal  Breakaway guys got max sprint points.  The one point
for Narvaez makes the score Narvaez 158, Magnier 145.

Mikey  I guess Lionel Messi is huge into it

Tim in KY  Despite the clouds the road is still dry.

Tim in KY  So far.

Rocket City Gal  I just don't see most of the sprinters getting over that
last climb to contest the sprint.  19% grades....  Aular maybe, but I

consider him more of a guy who is great on hills who also has a fast sprint.  So he's a
"climby day sprinter" moreso than most.

Rocket City Gal  I think the odds for this stage were Narvaez, Sheffield,
Bettio, Ganna then guys like Aular, Stuyven, Cavagna, Segaert, Turner. 

Maybe Milan and Magnier if they can get pulled back out front after the big climb
which ends 9 km from the finish line.  Others mentioned were Aerts, Morgado,
Dvresnes, Silva, Ciccone, Stork and Poels.
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05-28-2026
10:49:23 am

05-28-2026
10:50:21 am

05-28-2026
10:50:43 am

05-28-2026
10:50:44 am

05-28-2026
10:50:57 am

05-28-2026
10:51:05 am

05-28-2026
10:51:13 am

05-28-2026
10:51:29 am

05-28-2026
10:51:41 am

05-28-2026
10:51:49 am

05-28-2026
10:52:28 am

05-28-2026
10:52:58 am

05-28-2026
10:54:03 am

05-28-2026
10:54:04 am

Rocket City Gal  In other words, the oddsmakers don't have a very
good idea who will win this stage.

Katie S  Great perspective/intel

PasadenaK8  Buckeroos!

Rocket City Gal  So, who do YOU think will win?  I'm going with
Narvaez.  Why not....

Rocket City Gal  I don't see Ganna doing it.

Katie S  Me too, cuz he’s on my team

Rocket City Gal  Sheffield's not done much this Giro.

John  Ganna would be nice :)

Rocket City Gal  I think Narvaez and Aular will be in the top 3.   And it
would be cool to see Segaert in there.

SFinAus  Frisky horsies. I'll go with Narvaez

Mikey  Ganna would be Okay but I think Milan will somehow get over
the hill

Mikey  Bisons for everyone

Mikey  Groupo compacto any section so much for a birthday present

Rocket City Gal  I know it has been a very frustrating Giro for the
sprinters, but Milan has just been too whiney.  My sprinter was TL

Andresen, who hasn't done much.  The points jersey has been interesting to watch.  I
think there are about 50-50 odds for Narvaez and Magnier at this point.
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05-28-2026
10:55:12 am

05-28-2026
10:55:36 am

05-28-2026
10:56:02 am

05-28-2026
10:57:14 am

05-28-2026
10:57:15 am

05-28-2026
10:58:46 am

05-28-2026
10:58:55 am

05-28-2026
10:59:04 am

05-28-2026
10:59:12 am

05-28-2026
11:00:01 am

05-28-2026
11:01:37 am

05-28-2026
11:02:03 am

05-28-2026
11:04:07 am

05-28-2026
11:04:33 am

Tim in KY  I think the points will come down to who wins in Rome.

Rocket City Gal  Neither of them will get sprint points tomorrow.  How
many sprint points max are there on Rome's stage, Tim?

Rocket City Gal  50?

Katie S  Catch is imminent

Rocket City Gal  I think 50/35 and down from there.  Intermediate
sprints are 12/8/and down.   The intermediate sprint on stage 21 comes

pretty early in the stage.

John  50/30/20/14/10 and then down

Rocket City Gal  For today:         Sprint | Guia (135.4 km) 12, 8, 5, 3, 1
 Points at finish 50, 35, 25, 18, 14, 12, 10, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1   and I

think it's the same in Rome.

Rocket City Gal  (that's from PCS)

Mikey  Teams getting ready to punch it at the bottom of the hill 20k

Tim in KY  Red Bull comes at 16.7.

Rocket City Gal  So realistically for Narvaez to have a chance of
keeping it to the end of the GIro, he has to nail the finish today and

Magnier has to be out of the top dozen or so.

Mikey  Alpecin getting some final camera time

Mikey  Clean and geen

Katie S  Can I just say the most perplexing thing about packing for a 2-
week vacation is how many pairs of socks to bring. Considering the
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05-28-2026
11:05:16 am

05-28-2026
11:06:31 am

05-28-2026
11:07:13 am

05-28-2026
11:09:02 am

05-28-2026
11:09:06 am

05-28-2026
11:09:20 am

05-28-2026
11:09:32 am

05-28-2026
11:10:29 am

05-28-2026
11:10:52 am

05-28-2026
11:11:03 am

05-28-2026
11:11:30 am

05-28-2026
11:11:32 am

05-28-2026
11:12:10 am

05-28-2026
11:12:16 am

drying time for socks washed in the hotel room sink vs the cost of paying the hotel to
do it.

Mikey  One pair a day Katie

Katie S  I can’t just wear them inside out?

Mikey  Sure  That works

Mikey  Geened

SFinAus  A pair of sandals will cut down on the number of socks too.  :)
 (At least it should, right?)

Rocket City Gal  Depends on the humidity where you’ll be

Katie S  Climb!

Rocket City Gal  Alfonso!

Mikey  Young guy

Rocket City Gal  It’s Eulalio

Tim in KY  Eejits with flares.

Rocket City Gal  Eek it’s with pink smoke.  Koff koff

Mikey  20%

Rocket City Gal  Eulalio caught by Vingo /GC guys
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05-28-2026
11:12:48 am

05-28-2026
11:12:51 am

05-28-2026
11:13:09 am

05-28-2026
11:13:15 am

05-28-2026
11:15:26 am

05-28-2026
11:15:48 am

05-28-2026
11:17:01 am

05-28-2026
11:17:12 am

05-28-2026
11:17:29 am

05-28-2026
11:17:58 am

05-28-2026
11:19:13 am

05-28-2026
11:19:40 am

05-28-2026
11:20:01 am

05-28-2026
11:20:08 am

Mikey  How nice is it to have sepp on your team

SFinAus  Looks like Eulalio shook off effects of his fall

Tim in KY  That didn't thin out the herd enough.

Rocket City Gal  Narvaez and Milan not too far behind the leaders

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779981625-

IMG_1488.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  Final 3 km slightly downhill

Rocket City Gal  Kulset goes, Eulalio follows

PasadenaK8  Uh boy... that shot of the rain at the finish.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779981748-

stage-18-route-finale.jpg

Rocket City Gal  15 sec gap

Rocket City Gal  8 sec

Rocket City Gal  3 k to go.  Still dry

Mikey  Those two corners are really going to come into play now

Mikey  Bunch sprint baby
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05-28-2026
11:20:12 am

05-28-2026
11:20:17 am

05-28-2026
11:20:29 am

05-28-2026
11:20:56 am

05-28-2026
11:21:09 am

05-28-2026
11:21:23 am

05-28-2026
11:21:41 am

05-28-2026
11:22:17 am

05-28-2026
11:22:28 am

05-28-2026
11:22:47 am

05-28-2026
11:22:52 am

05-28-2026
11:23:15 am

05-28-2026
11:24:18 am

05-28-2026
11:24:42 am

05-28-2026
11:25:00 am

Rocket City Gal  Yep

Katie S  I think eulalio faked the crash

Tim in KY  Still dry!

Rocket City Gal  Catch will come soon

Rocket City Gal  All together

Rocket City Gal  Red kite

Rocket City Gal  Turn 1 went ok

Rocket City Gal  Turn 2 went ok

PasadenaK8  Bravo!

Tim in KY  Where were the wet roads?

Rocket City Gal  Magnier again!

Rocket City Gal  They look dampish, not super wet

Katie S  Good on ’im

Katie S  But, sigh, Milan is my sprinter

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779982199-

IMG_1489.jpeg
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05-28-2026
11:25:20 am

05-28-2026
11:25:31 am

05-28-2026
11:26:08 am

05-28-2026
11:26:16 am

05-28-2026
11:26:57 am

05-28-2026
11:29:07 am

05-28-2026
11:29:17 am

Rocket City Gal  Magnier will be back In the cyclamen jersey

PasadenaK8  Wet roads were at the finish. Short downpour, a minute
or two before they crossed the line. (Rewind. They showed a quick clip

of it).

Mikey  Enjoy the day !  Ba

Katie S  Ciao!

PasadenaK8  Nest 2 days look goooooood. Domani 👋

Rocket City Gal  Lumpy GC /climby stages tomorrow and Saturday.

Rocket City Gal  Caio tutti!
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