
07-04-2026
04:29:09 pm

07-04-2026
04:29:24 pm

07-04-2026
04:31:12 pm

07-04-2026
04:31:30 pm

07-04-2026
04:32:00 pm

07-04-2026
04:32:14 pm

07-04-2026
04:33:45 pm

07-05-2026
06:59:20 am

07-05-2026
08:00:25 am

07-05-2026
08:07:04 am

Tim in KY  TdF Stage 2 is 169 kilometers from Tarragona north to
Barcelona. The first half of the course is along the coast. The second

half loops inland and back to the coast for three climbs of the way-over-used Côte du
Château de Montjuïc in the Olympic Park.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783197263-

stage-2-route.jpg

Tim in KY  The opening stretch along the coast is flat. The second half
starts off with a Cat 2 and then descends into Barcelona for the three

Cat 3 climbs of the Montjuïc.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783197389-

stage-2-profile.jpg

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783197419-

stage-2-profile-finale.jpg

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783197433-

stage-2-route-circuit.jpg

Tim in KY  Kilometer zero is scheduled for 13:55 CEST. Finish is
imagined either side of 17:30. Forecast is for sunshine in the toasty low

30s.

Tim in KY  Going to take my walk while the heat is just mildly
oppressive. Back before the paint starts drying.

Tim in KY  KM0 finally. Delayed by mechanicals.

Trish in MA  Good morning, all.  Missed pretty much all of yesterday's
stage.  We had our annual picnic and I spent the morning putting out

tables, etc., and creating shade opportunities for those who chose to be outside.
 Luckily, we had cloudy skies and a breeze so it wasn't completely oppressive.  Folks
even went swimming in the pond.  I fell asleep after the party while watching the
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07-05-2026
08:07:16 am

07-05-2026
08:12:05 am

07-05-2026
08:26:20 am

07-05-2026
08:31:27 am

07-05-2026
08:32:52 am

07-05-2026
08:32:56 am

07-05-2026
08:33:50 am

07-05-2026
08:37:52 am

07-05-2026
08:39:49 am

07-05-2026
08:49:33 am

07-05-2026
09:03:09 am

07-05-2026
09:04:54 am

07-05-2026
09:06:05 am

replay.  Phil and Bob will do that to you.  I remember how hot Barcelona was in 2023
for the Vuelta.d

Trish in MA  And a crash.

Tim in KY  High, Trish. I'm afraid this is going to be a boring stage until
the finish circuit.

Tim in KY  Not a fan of the Lisa Bike replacement jersey.

Trish in MA  So far, it is boring, save for all the wheel changes.  I
wouldn't want to be riding very hard in all this heat.

Tim in KY  Cello recital at the roadside.

Trish in MA  Guess I'll go finish cleaning up the kitchen, empty coolers,
etc.

Tim in KY  Sounds more interesting than this, Trish.

Trish in MA  One interesting tidbit - the yellow, polka-dot and green
jerseys are all being worn by previous Tour GC winners.. Pretty cool.

Trish in MA  Almost time to go listen to the Sunday Puzzle of NPR.
 Once again, I did not get called to play the puzzle on air..

Trish in MA  My husband got the answer to next week's puzzle right
away.  He's gone to submit it.

Tim in KY  Nothing to see here, Katie.

Tim in KY  15 km until the route turns inland.

Katie S  Good morning. We had a pleasant bbq … in our recently
redone back yard, sporting a couple new patios, no-mow grass (waves

of tufts). It was our first chance to show it off. Lots of native plants, which we had
requested having enjoyed them on local hikes. As for the bbq we avoided politics
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07-05-2026
09:06:29 am

07-05-2026
09:07:50 am

07-05-2026
09:08:15 am

07-05-2026
09:08:24 am

07-05-2026
09:10:20 am

07-05-2026
09:11:05 am

07-05-2026
09:11:24 am

07-05-2026
09:12:08 am

07-05-2026
09:12:21 am

07-05-2026
09:13:51 am

07-05-2026
09:14:27 am

07-05-2026
09:15:27 am

(mostly), the ribs came out great, and my mom’s sugar sprinkled star cookies were a
hit. We had marine layer with an iccastray of sun and only needed the small outdoor
heater, for my mom.

Katie S  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783257087-

1783256787597.jpeg

Tim in KY  They look tasty.

Katie S  I don’t know what an “iccastray” is, per autocorrect, but we had
rays of sun.

Trish in MA  Nice looking cookies!

Trish in MA  Steve Porino waxing lyrical abut Sagrada Familia.  It is a
beautiful, stunning, fantastic, serene building and church.

Trish in MA  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783257364-

Traffic%20Cones%203.jpg

Trish in MA  We were attacked by the Tartan Army !

Katie S  Gnomes!

Katie S  With cones!

Trish in MA  The Scots went nuts with the traffic cones while they were
here for the World Cup.  That, and drinking the bars dry, and playing

bagpipes.  And lots of singing.

Katie S  I imagine! How fun!

Trish in MA  As they said (and sang), "No Scotland, No Party"
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07-05-2026
09:16:02 am

07-05-2026
09:16:53 am

07-05-2026
09:17:00 am

07-05-2026
09:18:16 am

07-05-2026
09:18:16 am

07-05-2026
09:19:38 am

07-05-2026
09:20:20 am

07-05-2026
09:21:02 am

07-05-2026
09:21:20 am

07-05-2026
09:22:22 am

07-05-2026
09:22:24 am

07-05-2026
09:23:30 am

07-05-2026
09:23:36 am

Rocket City Gal  Bon jour all!

Trish in MA  Morning, RCG!  How was your 4th?

Rocket City Gal  I’m hanging out with my latest batch of (sick) foster
kittens.

Trish in MA  Oh, no.  Sick kitties  :(

Rocket City Gal  I spent yesterday vending — set-up started at 1:30,
got home a little after 10.  The city put on a 250yh gala downtown.

 Parade, some great music, fireworks.  And vendors.

Trish in MA  I didn't go to our Farmer's Market yesterday, but I heard it
was a huge success for the vendors.  Lots of people due to the parade,

games, and pancake breakfast.

Rocket City Gal  It was in the mid 90s.  I was running a fan off a battery.
 One of the band members of the headliner band collapsed to end their

set… probably heat-related.  But I was hanging out in the shade of a tree and got rid
of some tie dye.

Trish in MA  I also didn't run in the annual 5K race - too hot and sunny.
 Friends who ran it said it was brutal - at 9 AM.

Tim in KY  We got heirloom tomatoes at the farmers market yesterday
and I'm going to make more caprese for supper tonight.

Katie S  ichael Storer looks like a bike messenger with that bag

Trish in MA  Sounds delish, Tim.  So surprised that you're getting
tomatoes already!

Katie S  Yum! Tomatoes.

Tim in KY  I'm not sure I'd want that unbalanced weight on that
descent.
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07-05-2026
09:24:48 am

07-05-2026
09:25:20 am

07-05-2026
09:30:53 am

07-05-2026
09:35:55 am

07-05-2026
09:37:10 am

07-05-2026
09:38:27 am

07-05-2026
09:39:42 am

07-05-2026
09:44:21 am

07-05-2026
09:49:09 am

07-05-2026
09:49:43 am

07-05-2026
09:50:01 am

07-05-2026
09:50:04 am

07-05-2026
09:50:11 am

07-05-2026
09:54:44 am

Katie S  And hello, RCG. You’re a clever gal: shade and battery-
powered fan. Nice.

Tim in KY  There's a communal raised herb planter up on the roof
terrace that I got some basil from this morning.

Tim in KY  On to the lumpy bits now.

Trish in MA  Good morning, Carlene.

Carlene in NH  Hi, all! Lurking here a bit. I missed the cutoff in picking
my Velogames team, so you won’t have my Campaniles team to worry

about!

Katie S  Hi Carlene. Great to see you here, even if lurking

Carlene in NH  Thanks!

Katie S  Recipe help: I made a watermelon refresher yesterday of
watermelon (duh), cucumber, lime and mint. I have a bunch left over.

Would like to turn it into sorbet. Anyone have a recipe?

Tim in KY  https://cooking.nytimes.com/68861692-nyt-
cooking/1497994-sorbets-and-granitas

Trish in MA  Add sugar.  And a little lemon juice.  I'll go find my book
that gives amount of sugar for different levels of scoobability.

Katie S  Thanks x2!!!

Tim in KY  On the Cat 2 climb.

Trish in MA  Sounds delish, btw.

Tim in KY  Gap is dropping like a rock on this climb.
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07-05-2026
09:56:23 am

07-05-2026
10:00:11 am

07-05-2026
10:03:10 am

07-05-2026
10:03:48 am

07-05-2026
10:05:28 am

07-05-2026
10:13:32 am

07-05-2026
10:14:12 am

07-05-2026
10:14:15 am

07-05-2026
10:14:28 am

07-05-2026
10:14:30 am

07-05-2026
10:16:54 am

07-05-2026
10:18:12 am

07-05-2026
10:20:53 am

07-05-2026
10:21:21 am

Trish in MA  Can't find book.  More sugar = softer.  The lemon juice will
enhance the fruit flavor.  I just whirl it all around in my blender and then

throw it into the ice cream maker.  If no maker, stick it in an 8x8 pan and into the
freezer and every hour or so stir it around with a fork. Less sugar + no stirring = brick
of pureed watermelon.

Trish in MA  4 parts fruit : 1 part sugar - take natural sweetness into
account.  (Harold McGee)

Tim in KY  Not much crowd control...

Mikey  Good Morning

Tim in KY  Break about done.

Mikey  Nice sticky bison for EF

Mikey  Welcome Texas

SFinAus  Good morning, everyone.  Nice to have the Tour started

Katie S  Thanks, Trish and Tim. I’ll give it a whirl. (Hahaha)

SFinAus  Thanks, Mikey.

Bikerabe  past 2 KU

Tim in KY  The break is right at the imagined time currently.

KimC  Good morning all and Happy Birthday D Stan!!!

Katie S  68!
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07-05-2026
10:21:42 am

07-05-2026
10:24:10 am

07-05-2026
10:24:53 am

07-05-2026
10:25:37 am

07-05-2026
10:25:45 am

07-05-2026
10:26:30 am

07-05-2026
10:26:34 am

07-05-2026
10:26:39 am

07-05-2026
10:26:48 am

07-05-2026
10:27:06 am

07-05-2026
10:27:24 am

07-05-2026
10:27:44 am

07-05-2026
10:27:57 am

07-05-2026
10:29:02 am

SFinAus  Hi, Kim

SFinAus  Dicey riding back through the cars by IDT.   One might even
say bullish.

Trish in MA  Groan

Mikey  Wow

SFinAus  I groaned too.  Not only do I never want to ride the tour, I
don't want to drive in the caravan either.  Yikes!

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783261889-

1783261589444.jpeg

Carlene in NH  Did I miss something? Why is the UAE team car given
a pass to get ahead of all the other team cars?

Katie S  Del Yoro is 6:4( OTB? I must apology him. I put him on my
team

Katie S  Del Toro

Rocket City Gal  Del Toro had a mechanical And is chasing to get back
on

Tim in KY  Not the best place for a feed zone.

Rocket City Gal  This is all kinda narrow and sketchy

Trish in MA  Cars are assigned a position in the peleton.   I guess if you
have to stop, a car gets to go back to their assigned spot.

Rocket City Gal  Watching the UAE car careen around the other cars
was a bit fear-inducing.   Ditto watching riders weave their way thru the
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07-05-2026
10:29:30 am

07-05-2026
10:30:07 am

07-05-2026
10:30:08 am

07-05-2026
10:37:35 am

07-05-2026
10:38:39 am

07-05-2026
10:42:17 am

07-05-2026
10:44:08 am

07-05-2026
10:44:30 am

07-05-2026
10:45:03 am

07-05-2026
10:46:59 am

07-05-2026
10:49:51 am

07-05-2026
10:50:46 am

07-05-2026
10:51:27 am

cars.

Mikey  Don't the team cars have to get permission from the big cheese
to move up to their riders?

Rocket City Gal  There’s a protocol, but I don’t know what it is.

Trish in MA  Did I hear them say that Molenar is the virtual polka-dots?
 If so, Cajul is representing well.

Mikey  wink wink motor pacing after a mechanical

Tim in KY  Yes, Trish, he is. Although is the same rider wins two of the
three Cat 3 coming up he would lose the dots.

Katie S  Egad, the paint is still drying

Trish in MA  Pauncho the cat thought the pancake plate might contain
goodies for him.  Alas, no.  He was trying to repeat his escapades from

yesterday, when he stole the oily plastic wrap some smoked salmon had been stored
in, and a shrimp and piece of pasta from one of the salads.

Katie S  Sneaky!

Trish in MA  Break is doomed.  12 secs

Trish in MA  Wow.  Decathlon having all kinds of trouble.  Sexais just
had to get a bike from a teammate.  CVV - "Dcathlon car coming up like

an F1"

SFinAus  Gotta go out for a ride sooner than later.  My tolerance for
heat seems to diminish more each year.  Nice to be back in the Pub.

 See you tomorrow.  It should be a good one.

Trish in MA  Seixas needs another bike!

Tim in KY  I think he was getting his own spare bike.
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07-05-2026
10:52:34 am

07-05-2026
10:52:48 am

07-05-2026
10:53:47 am

07-05-2026
10:54:03 am

07-05-2026
10:55:04 am

07-05-2026
10:55:39 am

07-05-2026
10:56:03 am

07-05-2026
10:56:18 am

07-05-2026
10:57:58 am

07-05-2026
10:59:04 am

07-05-2026
10:59:13 am

Trish in MA  And the break now has 19 seconds.

Rocket City Gal  Since I was in the park all day yesterday selling tie
dye, we’re having our 4th of July thing today.  Ribs, fries (a treat for us)

and caprese salad with garden tomatoes that are finally ripe enough for it, plus fresh
basil from the herb garden.

Trish in MA  And Seixas nearly runs into a car, blocking the road.

Katie S  Crazy

Rocket City Gal  After the parade, and after the end of the 2 music sets,
there were 25 minutes of fireworks downtown where I was yesterday.

 Cloud-cloud lightning in the distance added nature’s fireworks behind the
pyrotechnics.

Trish in MA  Break caught

Rocket City Gal  Our local concert band was playing patriotic songs
while the fireworks were going.  It was nice.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783263673-

IMG_2135.mov

Tim in KY  Nice.

Trish in MA  The Boston Esplanade got evacuated early evening due to
severe weather.  All those people, who'd laid out their blankets, fought for

their spots, eating their food.  Nope, get up and move.  I'm sure it was utter chaos.  20
miles north, just sprinkles.

Rocket City Gal  They put on a bigger-than-usual thing here in
Huntsville b/c of the 250th
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07-05-2026
10:59:28 am

07-05-2026
11:00:10 am

07-05-2026
11:00:27 am

07-05-2026
11:01:17 am

07-05-2026
11:01:43 am

07-05-2026
11:01:54 am

07-05-2026
11:02:52 am

07-05-2026
11:03:01 am

07-05-2026
11:03:24 am

07-05-2026
11:05:47 am

07-05-2026
11:06:48 am

07-05-2026
11:07:18 am

07-05-2026
11:07:32 am

Katie S  Loved the video

Trish in MA  Good resolution on the video.

Rocket City Gal  The smoke from the big “grand finale” of the fireworks
set off the smoke detectors /fire alarms in the adjacent hotel though.   :D

Rocket City Gal  The file of the grand finale is too big to post.  It was
quite smoky afterwards.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783264001-

stage-2-profile-finale.jpg

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783264013-

stage-2-route-circuit.jpg

Rocket City Gal  Crazy ending to the rave.  Looks like someone
dropped a long cooked spaghetti noodle from a height

Rocket City Gal  Race

Tim in KY  JuJu needs to retire.

Katie S  I put him on my team. What was I thinking?

Trish in MA  I like him.   But I didn't pick up.

Trish in MA  I was thinking of making an all-North American team, but
forgot to do it.  Just for fun.

Katie S  I just looked at my team again. I think it’s worse than I’d have
done with darts.
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07-05-2026
11:11:32 am

07-05-2026
11:11:34 am

07-05-2026
11:16:31 am

07-05-2026
11:17:06 am

07-05-2026
11:18:35 am

07-05-2026
11:20:42 am

07-05-2026
11:22:48 am

07-05-2026
11:23:33 am

07-05-2026
11:23:53 am

07-05-2026
11:25:03 am

07-05-2026
11:25:54 am

07-05-2026
11:27:08 am

07-05-2026
11:28:01 am

07-05-2026
11:29:03 am

Katie S  Aw geez… Pacher’s cassette gets hung up in a Colombian
flag.

Trish in MA  somebody just got a Columbia flag caught in his back
wheel set.

Trish in MA  Carlene in NH just walked through my door, just in time for
the next climb.

Katie S  Oh how fun!!

Mikey  Meet up picture required

Tim in KY  Looks like McNulty will get the dots.

Trish in MA  He's still a point behind.

Tim in KY  Why does a Cat 3 only give him 2 points?

Tim in KY  I thought it was 3 points.

Trish in MA  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783265402-

1783265102326.jpeg

Mikey  nice

Toulouse  You guys look like you're having fun, and that's a really nice
room. Lots of light!

Trish in MA  We are having fun.

Carlene in NH  I didn’t want to miss a moment of the race. 😆
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07-05-2026
11:33:13 am

07-05-2026
11:33:53 am

07-05-2026
11:35:17 am

07-05-2026
11:38:26 am

07-05-2026
11:39:09 am

07-05-2026
11:40:08 am

07-05-2026
11:40:46 am

07-05-2026
11:40:50 am

07-05-2026
11:41:32 am

07-05-2026
11:42:51 am

07-05-2026
11:43:21 am

07-05-2026
11:43:41 am

07-05-2026
11:43:46 am

07-05-2026
11:45:36 am

07-05-2026
11:45:54 am

Trish in MA  McNulty is done.  No dots for him.

Trish in MA  Benoot at front, Seixas lurking.

Trish in MA  Carapaz also there, I guess.

Trish in MA  Carapaz, Pog, Vingo, Sexy

Trish in MA  Skelmose goes.

Tim in KY  Del Toro!

Mikey  Hugs all around

Katie S  Yay!

Katie S  There, there, Grasshopper

Trish in MA  Remco third.

Tim in KY  No gifts?

Trish in MA  That was a gift.

Katie S  It’s just a bonus if he’s working for the boss

Katie S  I loved the grin on Pog’s face and the look of astonishment on
Del Toro’s as they crossed the line

Trish in MA  Well, no reason to watch the RRBBB by NBC
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07-05-2026
11:46:54 am

07-05-2026
11:47:06 am

07-05-2026
11:47:30 am

07-05-2026
11:49:31 am

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1783266713-

IMG_2147.png

Mikey  Ba

Rocket City Gal  Top 15.  Vingo still leads a GC.  Molenar in dots

Rocket City Gal  Del Toro leads points and young rider competitions
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