
05-21-2026
05:24:22 pm

05-21-2026
05:24:33 pm

05-21-2026
05:24:42 pm

05-21-2026
05:34:58 pm

05-21-2026
05:35:12 pm

05-21-2026
05:35:23 pm

05-21-2026
05:35:33 pm

05-21-2026
05:37:02 pm

Rocket City Gal  At 186 kilometres, the 13th stage of the Giro d’Italia
takes the riders from Alessandria to Verbania, situated on the shores of

Lago Maggiore. Two short climbs — the first 2.4 km at 5.5%, the second 4.7 km at
7.1% -- precede the descent into the finish. This one will probably be a stage for the
puncheurs.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779398972-

1779398676181.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779398981-

Profile.jpg

Rocket City Gal  The stage is relatively flat for the opening 160 km. The
route crosses the Po Valley from south to north, from Alessandria to Lake

Maggiore. It follows mostly wide and straight roads and passes through several major
towns (including Casale Monferrato and Vercelli) where hopefully the riders can avoid
issues with the usual urban obstacles. After riding along the western shore of Lake
Maggiore, two short climbs begin shortly before the finish,  The first is Bieno with
manageable gradients, followed by Ungiasca with several km above 10%. After
Ungiasca 13.3 km remain in the stage coming into Verbania; the first half is downhill
and the second half is virtually flat. The last 3 km run along the lake, first on a wide,
almost straight road, then follow the shoreline with some bends on a slightly narrower
road.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779399610-

Climb.jpg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779399610-

1779399326152.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779399632-

Final%20kms.jpg

Rocket City Gal  Stage 13 of the Giro d’Italia starts at 12:40 CEST
(06:40 am US central time) and is expected to finish at around 17:15

CEST  (11:15 am US central time),
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05-21-2026
05:39:10 pm

05-21-2026
05:40:37 pm

05-21-2026
05:41:30 pm

05-22-2026
02:18:33 am

05-22-2026
02:29:01 am

05-22-2026
05:52:42 am

05-22-2026
05:53:46 am

05-22-2026
05:55:26 am

05-22-2026
05:56:54 am

05-22-2026
06:51:50 am

05-22-2026
07:00:45 am

05-22-2026
07:19:50 am

05-22-2026
07:53:30 am

Rocket City Gal  Start: 26°C (79 F), sunny, northeasterly wind (force 1,
1-3 mph) Finish: 27°C (81 F), sunny, southeasterly wind (force 2, 4-7

mph)

Rocket City Gal  Today's trivia: Our favorite Irish Italian, Philip O'Ganna,
was born in Verbania 29 years ago.

Rocket City Gal  Javier ROMO (Movistar) DNF'ed on Stage 12
yesterday.

Tim in KY  No news of any DNS so far but it’s way early here in CEST.

Tim in KY  Four sticky bottle fines on stage 12, two for 200CHF, two for
500. The 200s went to riders for NSN and Ineos, the 500s went to their

respective DSs.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779443860-

IMG_1351.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  This made me laugh, especially because I could hear
it being said in Campenaert’s distinctive voice in my head.

Rocket City Gal  Romo was the latest rider to leave because of illness.
 His was respiratory, whereas most have been afflicted by GI issues.

Rocket City Gal  Today will likely be a paint-drying stage until the last
25 km to go or so.

John  We're all hoping Ganna wins today, right? :)

Rocket City Gal  Hoping, but I don’t think it’ll happen

Rocket City Gal  Multiple attacks forming and getting caught still.

Tim in KY  Unusually long leash for a sprint stage.
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05-22-2026
07:57:55 am

05-22-2026
07:58:16 am

05-22-2026
08:16:18 am

05-22-2026
08:36:40 am

05-22-2026
08:37:25 am

05-22-2026
08:45:22 am

05-22-2026
08:52:44 am

05-22-2026
09:07:22 am

05-22-2026
09:08:10 am

05-22-2026
09:13:30 am

05-22-2026
09:13:56 am

05-22-2026
09:17:29 am

05-22-2026
09:17:44 am

Tim in KY  It is in the mid-80s this afternoon. That is very hot by Paris
standards. We tried to walk a little in the shade but it was too hot there,

too. Fortunately, our flat is in a building that was constructed in the 1870s with half
meter thick stone walls. It is staying nice and cool.

Bikerabe  GC should stay the same like yesterday

Bikerabe  peloton gap over 6 min.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779453699-

IMG_1354.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  I wonder if the GC teams just don’t care at this point

Tim in KY  Looks like they don’t, RCG.

Bikerabe  gap over 9 min. a rolling rest day on Grand Tour before big
climb tomorrow

John  If they don't care, I'm not sure I should either. lol  Will go start
dinner and be back soon.

Katie S  Good morning. Today's climb with "several km above 10%"
doesn't sound particularly easy ...

Tim in KY  I hope it cools down here for you, Katie.

Katie S  oh, me too.

Tim in KY  It’s quite amazing how this flat stays cool in the summer but
it does take a little bit of heating in the winter.

mmcnally  Good day, all.
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05-22-2026
09:19:13 am

05-22-2026
09:19:30 am

05-22-2026
09:21:30 am

05-22-2026
09:24:47 am

05-22-2026
09:25:17 am

05-22-2026
09:25:27 am

05-22-2026
09:25:28 am

05-22-2026
09:27:04 am

05-22-2026
09:27:26 am

05-22-2026
09:28:38 am

05-22-2026
09:29:41 am

05-22-2026
09:30:01 am

Tim in KY  Hi Mike. You, of course, would feel quite at home here
today, if not down right balmy.

mmcnally  Tim - Sounds like a great trip. My daughter spent the day
yesterday at Roland Garros watching qualifying matches as well as the

practice sessions for some of the best in the sport.

Tim in KY  She’s living “up” in Paris now?

mmcnally  Yes, she has been living in Paris and schooling this past
year. However, we just learned this week that she has been selected to

teach english to 11-15 in a school in the Lille region. She finds out what school in the
next month. So could be Lille itself or anywhere in the area. It is a four-year program.
She wants to forever stay in country and this will be a big help towards that. We are
proud parents.

mmcnally  11-15 year olds*

John  What a great experience for her! Hope she can stay as long as
she wants.

Rocket City Gal  45ish km until the two climbs.... And the gap is 9:47

Rocket City Gal  Sounds lovely!  What fun experiences to have!

mmcnally  Thanks. She has spent a year studying in Lisbon and then
has been in France the past two years. She is like her dad in that

France has stolen her heart.

Rocket City Gal  Is she a polyglot?

Katie S  Congrats, Mike - that's great news about your daughter!

mmcnally  Not so much. She is pretty much just bilingual.
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05-22-2026
09:31:13 am

05-22-2026
09:31:13 am

05-22-2026
09:31:26 am

05-22-2026
09:31:37 am

05-22-2026
09:32:08 am

05-22-2026
09:33:20 am

05-22-2026
09:34:05 am

05-22-2026
09:35:02 am

05-22-2026
09:35:45 am

05-22-2026
09:36:15 am

05-22-2026
09:36:29 am

05-22-2026
09:37:01 am

05-22-2026

Rocket City Gal  "Just."  So much better when you learn a 2nd
language earlier in life. Us old dogs, the new tricks just don't stick so

well.  But the Spanish I learned in 7th grade is more or less still there.

mmcnally  When she ventured into France I was able to speak French
and she had no clue what I was saying. Needless to say the shoe is now

on the other foot. She is a master.

Tim in KY  My wife, having spent two summers in France working on
her PhD, is happy to spend a week or two a year here.

mmcnally  I hear that, RCG.

Rocket City Gal  And total immersion is the only way to properly learn
it, idioms and all.

mmcnally  Deb and I still plan to retire in France. But the backup plan
will be Canada as I'm working on getting my canadian citizenship

finished up.

Rocket City Gal  We're in Indy this weekend for some other race and
family activities. The guys are out planting tomatoes in my mother-in-

law's garden.  She is still living independently at 94.

mmcnally  My good friend will be at the 500 this weekend. He goes
each year with his buddies.

Rocket City Gal  Not my favorite thing to do...  I married into it.

Rocket City Gal  Hopefully this year a wheel won't go flying over our
section.  That was a near-miss a couple of years ago.

Tim in KY  Last September when we were here, my wife had a long
conversation in French with a waiter and then with me in English. An

eavesdropper at the next table complimented her on her excellent English.

Rocket City Gal  What are you up to today, TIm?

Katie S  That's great!
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09:37:04 am

05-22-2026
09:37:57 am

05-22-2026
09:38:16 am

05-22-2026
09:38:52 am

05-22-2026
09:39:29 am

05-22-2026
09:40:35 am

05-22-2026
09:43:16 am

05-22-2026
09:44:14 am

05-22-2026
09:44:29 am

05-22-2026
09:44:33 am

05-22-2026
09:45:16 am

Tim in KY  Sweating, RCG.

mmcnally  That's funny, Tim. Well done by her!

Alaska Dave  Good morning. 42 and raining this morning.

Tim in KY  No bragging, Dave.

Alaska Dave  I’d like to find a happy medium.

Trish in MA  Good morning.  Cool here today - in the 60s, and sunny
which makes working outside right comfortable.  Still came back from my

run quite sweaty, but I wasn't running from shade patch to shade patch, like I did
Monday and Wednesday.

Tim in KY  RCG, This morning we went to Parc Monceau which has
been a park in Paris since the 17 hundreds. Lots of flowers, decaying

monuments and joggers. It used to be on the very northern edge of Paris. Now it’s
near the middle.

Rocket City Gal  It was sub-60 in Indy at wakeup time this morning. I
have been in Europe for heat waves before.  It's not fun.  I remember

being on a group trip in Holland -- multiiple rooms, and one portable fan.

Katie S  I'm spending this paint-drying stage peeking in here at the Pub
and reading 112 pages of board committee material for a meeting

coming up in which we will be voting on tenure for a number of professors. Reading
their backgrounds never fails to make me feel unworthy. My goodness! Tim, I know
your wife deals in this kind of thing all the time, but wow, I am always so impressed by
the work that scholars do.

Alaska Dave  Last night was a retirement party for a teacher I
mentored. Tonight is a graduation party for the sister of my adopted

daughter’s partner. Getting back with the middle school teachers I worked with for
over 20 years reminded me of how lucky I was to be part of a team of great people
that made a difficult job enjoyable.
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05-22-2026
09:46:27 am

05-22-2026
09:46:59 am

05-22-2026
09:47:38 am

05-22-2026
09:48:17 am

05-22-2026
09:52:13 am

05-22-2026
09:53:00 am

05-22-2026
09:54:16 am

05-22-2026
09:56:28 am

05-22-2026
09:56:44 am

05-22-2026
09:56:46 am

05-22-2026
10:02:31 am

05-22-2026
10:06:20 am

Tim in KY  Katie, did you end up on the Northeastern board?

Rocket City Gal  Sounds fun.  "Decaying monuments."  Funny.  It
always amazes me that such beautiful things were built well before

modern machinery, and in most cases have outlasted more modern stuff.

Katie S  I did, Tim. I feel like the country mouse, but here I am.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779457990-

1779457690982.jpeg

Katie S  Not that I'd recommend it on a hot day, but have you been out
to Parc des Buttes-Chaumont? I "found" that 35 years ago when I first

went to Paris and stayed out in the 19th for cheap lodgings.

Tim in KY  Gap is 10:39 now. If the peloton pedals any slower they will
fall over.

Tim in KY  We were there for the first time last September. I’ll see if I
can dig up a picture.

Tim in KY  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779458475-

1779458175281.jpeg

Tim in KY  Look familiar?

Katie S  Beautiful! As I remember it! Thank you.

Tim in KY  Actually, that’s mid-March of 2025.

Tim in KY  Apparently there’s a “bike race” in Italy today. 1KU to go the
gap is half a light year.
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05-22-2026
10:11:09 am

05-22-2026
10:11:40 am

05-22-2026
10:13:08 am

05-22-2026
10:23:36 am

05-22-2026
10:26:38 am

05-22-2026
10:26:44 am

05-22-2026
10:27:28 am

05-22-2026
10:27:29 am

05-22-2026
10:27:39 am

05-22-2026
10:28:02 am

05-22-2026
10:29:28 am

05-22-2026
10:30:48 am

05-22-2026
10:31:15 am

05-22-2026
10:32:25 am

PasadenaK8   Mornin', all. Tim: Lovely pics of Buttes-Chaumont &
Monceau 

Katie S  It looks, though, like only about 20 guys doing any racing,
though...

Alaska Dave  Climbs start soon. Two “races”: one to win, the other to
go as slowly as possible and save energy for tomorrow.

Rocket City Gal  Tomorrow does look pretty gruesome.  All but these 15
are just pedaling piano today.

Trish in MA  Beautiful countryside

Rocket City Gal  The breakaway is riding faster than the fastest
imaginable pace in the timetable.

Trish in MA  Ok.  Time for fireworks

Rocket City Gal  (over 46 kph)

Rocket City Gal  The peloton, not so much

Alaska Dave  I’ve been told to never touch the pedals of the piano.

Katie S  except the dampening pedal, maybe?

Rocket City Gal  One of those pedals should be good for sustained
climbs  ;-)

Alaska Dave  Four pedaling away on the final climb.

Rocket City Gal  Valgren, Kench, Bettiol, Leknessund at the front. 
Others being shelled off the back
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05-22-2026
10:32:48 am

05-22-2026
10:33:12 am

05-22-2026
10:34:47 am

05-22-2026
10:35:50 am

05-22-2026
10:35:51 am

05-22-2026
10:36:20 am

05-22-2026
10:36:42 am

05-22-2026
10:37:22 am

05-22-2026
10:37:28 am

05-22-2026
10:37:34 am

05-22-2026
10:37:41 am

05-22-2026
10:37:45 am

05-22-2026
10:38:47 am

05-22-2026
10:38:57 am

05-22-2026
10:39:56 am

Katie S  well played, RCG

Alaska Dave  Leknessund attacking

Rocket City Gal  Bettiol trying to hang with him.

Trish in MA  Bettiol coming up - has Leknessund in his sights

Rocket City Gal  Andreas doesn't want to sprint against Alberto

Katie S  Bettiol looks smoother

Rocket City Gal  Who descends better?  I think Bettiol, probably, and I
think Bettiol has a better sprint

Katie S  Whoa

Katie S  look at him go

Rocket City Gal  Holy Toledo.

Alaska Dave  Savage attack by bettiol

Trish in MA  Whoa is right.

Rocket City Gal  Bettiol first over the final climb.  I wonder how scary
the descent is

Trish in MA  And instantly 19 seconds on Leknessund

Rocket City Gal  At least the road's fairly wide here
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05-22-2026
10:39:59 am

05-22-2026
10:41:06 am

05-22-2026
10:42:10 am

05-22-2026
10:46:20 am

05-22-2026
10:46:44 am

05-22-2026
10:47:45 am

05-22-2026
10:50:41 am

05-22-2026
10:50:53 am

05-22-2026
10:51:16 am

05-22-2026
10:51:45 am

05-22-2026
10:51:56 am

05-22-2026
10:52:00 am

05-22-2026
10:52:27 am

05-22-2026
10:53:47 am

05-22-2026
10:54:36 am

Katie S  There was a psychological weapon used in that attack, too, the
way he came around, swerving close on Leknessund's wheel. "Outta my

way, dude, I'm comin' through."

Rocket City Gal  Meanwhile... the peloton looks like they're on a club
ride.

Katie S  or a cycling touring group. On a club ride, someone would be
trying to kick up something just for sh*t & giggles.

Tim in KY  Watching PCS for the duration.

Trish in MA  That was quite the little bobble and rear hop of Bettiol's
wheel

John  He hit that speed bump a little too fast

Katie S  what's the gap from Lekkie to the rest?

Trish in MA  Bettiol flying.

Katie S  Wheeee! Whee whee wheeeeee!

Trish in MA  Kirw

Trish in MA  Kite

PasadenaK8  222 | 222 wins it!!

Katie S  Sweet

Trish in MA  Leknessund gets 2nd and Sturvyn for 3rd

Katie S  Pretty place, O'Ganna's hometown.
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05-22-2026
10:55:00 am

05-22-2026
10:55:25 am

05-22-2026
10:55:37 am

05-22-2026
10:55:58 am

05-22-2026
10:56:12 am

05-22-2026
10:56:29 am

05-22-2026
10:57:17 am

05-22-2026
10:57:19 am

05-22-2026
10:57:36 am

05-22-2026
11:00:08 am

05-22-2026
11:00:19 am

05-22-2026
11:13:08 am

Katie S  All righty - i'm off to finish board stuff. The rest of the day is
dedicated to celebrating my mom's 88th birthday! :-)

Trish in MA  Happy birthday to your mum.

John  Happy birthday Katie's mom!

Katie S  Thank you! I'll let her know my "imaginary friends" sent their
birthday greetings. She'll love that.

PasadenaK8  :CK: <-^ Katie's Mom!

Tim in KY  Things to do to get ready for departure at 5:30 tomorrow
morning.

PasadenaK8  Safe travels, Tim.  See you all tomorrow....

Trish in MA  I'm off to buy plants.

Katie S  Safe travels, Tim. Ciao, tutti!

Rocket City Gal  Top 15 today;

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779462318-

IMG_1357.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  The GC guys came in 13:06 after Bettiol, with Caruso
in 16th place for the stage.

5/22/26, 2:10 PM history-05-22-2026.html

file:///Users/jemgray15/Desktop/history-05-22-2026.html 11/11




