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Rocket City Gal  Good morning. Welcome to the NUT Pub for another
grueling stage in the French Alps. Stage 15 begins (Les Gets) and ends (Le

Bettex) at ski resorts, although the race organizers have labeled the ending "Saint-Gervais-
Mont-Blanc" (which is actually around 8 km before the finish line at Le Bettex). Mont Blanc is
not just the highest peak in the Alps -- it is the highest in all of Western Europe. This is the
final of the four mountaintop finishes in Le Tour this year (and, at 179 km, the longest
mountain stage), and is the stage with the most climbing prior to the finishing climb.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450416-

St%2015%20profile.png

Rocket City Gal  The route runs as an incomplete loop counterclockwise
through the mountains.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450416-

1689450154912.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  The parcours starts with several uncategorized climbs that
on any of the flatter / hilly stages would likely merit KOM points -- the Col des

Fleuries (8.9 km / 4.6%), Aviernoz (3.4 km / 4.4%) and Annency-le-Vieux (1.3 km / 6.1%),
before the intermediate sprint in Bluffy (yes, even the sprint location has a craggy sort of a
name, at least in English.) Then comes the first categorized climb of the day, the category
one Col de la Forclaz de Montmin (7.2 km / 7.4% average grade, but with a long steep slog
towards the top at up to 11%), a steep descent, and another uncategorized climb up Col du
Marias (10.2 km / 3.2%) before ascending the category 1 Col de la Croix Fry (11.4 km / 7.1%
average, 9.8% max).

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450533-tour-

de-france-2023-stage-15-climb-n9-980a3dbb4e.png

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450542-tour-

de-france-2023-stage-15-climb-n10-f2bcd5a0ed.png

Rocket City Gal  After a brief descent comes category 3 Col des Aravis (4.4
km / 6.2% average, 9.4% max.)

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450630-tour-
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Rocket City Gal  Then the climbers' legs can get some rest on the downhill,
but remember that on the last visit to this area in 2016 drama unfolded, with the

first 2 riders on GC --Froome and Mollema -- crashing on the wet descent, with Froome able
to defend the yellow jersey but with Mollema affected enough that he slid down to 10th place.
Climbing abilities will be very important on this stage, but good descenders could also pick up
some time here. Then comes the CÃ´te des Amerands ( 2.7 km / 10.1% average, 16.2% max
near the base of the climb), where Pinot made a bold attack in 2016 to climb onto the podium.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450669-

Amerands.png

Rocket City Gal  After a quite short descent comes the town of Saint-Gervais-
Mont-Blanc and the start of the category 1 climb up to the finish line at Le

Bettex (7.7 km / 7% average, with maximum grades near 11%).

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450706-

Bettex%20%20mt%20blanc.png

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689450753-

Finish.png

Rocket City Gal  Stompin; on the pedals at the Savoie will begin at 13:05
CEST and the finale is imagined to end at 18:17 CEST, give or take about 20

minutes.

Rocket City Gal  Weather at the start calls for mostly sunny and 22 C/71 F,
with a 21% chance of rain and winds from the WSW at 10 kph (6 mph),Â 

Weather prediction for the finish is 25 C, mostly sunny, winds from the WSW at 10 kph with a
24% chance of rain.Â  The rain chances throughout the day look relatively low in the early
afternoon, BUT there could be scattered thunderstorms especially from 3 to 5 pm, with
around a 50 to 60% chance of t-storms at times.

Rocket City Gal  The DNF casualties on stage 14: From crash 6 km into the
race: PEDRERO Antonio Movistar Team â€“ rib fractures, pulmonary contusion

MEINTJES Louis IntermarchÃ© - Circus - Wanty - broken collarbone / rib trauma (was 13th
on GC) CHAVES Esteban EF Education-EasyPost â€“ shoulder trauma (sternoclavicular
joint) â€“ he tried to soldier on, but eventually had to climb off his bike From crash 20 km into
the race: SHAW James EF Education-EasyPost (who was 7th on Stage 13 atop the Grand
Columbier) â€“ Â  Â  concussion BARDET Romain Team DSM firmenichâ€”concussion (was
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12th on GC) GUERREIRO Ruben Movistar Team â€“ reason for DNF not stated. Unclear if it
was related to the early crash -- he wasnâ€™t listed as one who was involved in the crash
SINKELDAM Ramon Alpecin-Deceuninck â€“ lost contact with the grupetto and was on track
to OTL so it was pointless to continue. Unclear if it was related to the early crash, as he
wasnâ€™t listed as one who was involved in the crash. He may just have been having a bad
day. Heâ€™s an important lead-out guy for Philipsen.

Rocket City Gal  The Movis, EF and Astana are down to 5 riders now,Â  Lotto
has 6.Â  Teams down one rider include Ineos, Soudal-QS, Lidl-Trek,

Intermarche-Wanty, DSM, Total Energies, and Alpecin.

Tim in KY  Despite Saturdayâ€™s carnage, this yearâ€™s Tour seems
overall abandoned-lite.

BusterSci  Yes, Tim. Â But those who have abandoned have been big
names. Â Cav, Ewan, Jakobsen, Mas, Carapaz, Bardet, Meintjes, etc. Â Top

10 candidates in their classifications. Â Jakobsen may have competed with Philipsen, but I
don't think Mas or Carapaz would have done anything but compete for 3rd. Still, heavy on big
names.

BusterSci  I count 18 abandons.

BusterSci  5 were designated team leaders by wearing the 1, and I'd name
11 as top 10 candidates for classification or stage wins.

BusterSci  Lining up.

Tim in KY  So does PCS. The â€œnamesâ€� point is legitimate.

BusterSci  Powless gets to wear dots today as second place, borrowing from
Vingo

BusterSci  There was a little less friendliness between Pog and Vingo
yesterday. And they appear to be looking the other way on the start line.

BusterSci  Still a fist bump, but that's it.

Tim in KY  Neutral start. Iâ€™ll have hospital business now.
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BusterSci  We had very bad air quality and heavy air yesterday morning but
a front came through around 3 and the late afternoon and evening were

glorious

mmcnally  Ineos' Dani Martinez is a DNS for today. Concussion symptoms.

BusterSci  He was in the big crash yesterday. I saw him wave off medical
attention multiple times post crash. Â That doesn't mean he wasn't attended

to, but it's still a bit disturbing that he finished the stage.

mmcnally  He didn't look to be in a good place after that crash. When I first
saw the pictures of him I assumed he was trouble. Certainly the concussion

checks are much better than in the past. But still appears to be a work in progress.

BusterSci  At some point I'd like to see teams be as concerned as the doc
mobile is.

Tim in KY  Iâ€™m trying to do here, Peacock and PCS on one iPad. Mostly
Iâ€™ll be watching.

John  How are you feeling Tim?

BusterSci  And when is checkout time?

Rocket City Gal  TIm, I hope you are feeling better.Â  Been through this with
a family member.Â  It was scary.Â  The classic symptoms weren't there.Â  It

was a relief to finally know what was going on, but horrifying to know the clotting thing had
been going on for at least a month without being suspected or diagnosed.Â  It was finally
figured out after his 3rd trip to the doc within a month.

Rocket City Gal  Oops, Tim has logged out for now.Â  I don't know how he
does this for 21 stages!Â  (He must be saying, "C'mon, flat stage!" a lot).Â  And

coming up with witty PUB teasers for the FB page are often not easy (especially if you got
pulled away by other things and haven't watched the stages).

Rocket City Gal  We had visitors from out of town this weekend.Â  They
made it home safely.Â  And it's kind of nice... the weekends are usually for

house cleaning, but that got done before they came so I can do other stuff today.



07-16-2023
07:42:37 am

07-16-2023
07:42:48 am

07-16-2023
07:45:24 am

07-16-2023
07:46:05 am

07-16-2023
07:48:16 am

07-16-2023
07:49:14 am

07-16-2023
07:49:32 am

07-16-2023
07:50:27 am

07-16-2023
07:50:28 am

07-16-2023
07:50:57 am

07-16-2023
07:52:52 am

07-16-2023
07:53:49 am

07-16-2023
07:53:49 am

BusterSci  Big split.

BusterSci  25 seconds between

BusterSci  Front group wants to both control breaks and let the rear group
come back, it seems

BusterSci  Back together

bikerabe  proper small break happening

BusterSci  And strong. Â MVdP, Stuyven, Kung, Bettiol.

Charlie in Tenn  Good morning all. Here for a few minutes. I am back in WV
for a boardgame conference. It is great to see old friends and play some

games. We have had a big thunderstorm in the afternoon each of the last three days.
Otherwise, hot and humid.

bikerabe  Powless in the break

BusterSci  You live a much more traveling life than I do these days, Charlie

BusterSci  Trek doesn't want to let this go.

Rocket City Gal  Hot and humid.Â  Rain most days.Â  Yup, we're in that
weather pattern too.

BusterSci  I wonder if Powless gets a lot of goodwill from his fellow breakers
as he's always willing to put in his share of the work--or more. Â Lots of times

guys going for a stage or dots will sit on, especially if they have a teammate

Charlie in Tenn  We drive home tonight and leave for another game
convention Wednesday - Sunday this week.Â  So 6 nights at home since June

8th. Yes, we travel a lot during the summer. Life is good.
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Rocket City Gal  Took our visitors to our wonderful botanical garden on
Friday.Â  They have a themed exhibit of large outdoor sculptures / artwork

every year.Â  One year it was kinetic sculptures.Â  One year it was treehouses.Â  This year
it's origami.Â  BIG origami.Â  Metal worked / folded to look like origami pieces. I'll post pics
from my phone as my alter-ego.

BusterSci  We've never traveled in the summer. Â Being childless, we've
always viewed mid September through early December as ideal travel times.

Â Great weather (we like it cool) and diminishing crowds.

bikerabe  break caught

BusterSci  RCG, we're just a few mile from the Minnesota Landscape
Arboretum. Â Both a display and a research facility, affiliated with the

University of Minnesota. Â The developer of many apple varieties and grape varieties (The
apples are great--the grapes---not so much.)

Charlie in Tenn  This break has lots of names that I might put on a fantasy
team at some point during the year. I wish them well even though I have none

of them this race. Speaking of fantasy teams, big shot out to Carlos Rodriguez. Nice win
yesterday.

BusterSci  Honeycrisp, Honeygold and Harelson probably the most
widespread apples.

BusterSci  Peloton sitting up

Charlie in Tenn  Since Sheila and the kids are on an academic calendar, we
travel the summer, and the fall and spring breaks (2 weeks each), and the

holiday winter break. It has been a very wonderful arrangement. I agree that the cooler
weather and less crowds is in most ways better. Don't go to Florida for spring break.

Charlie in Tenn  My comment on the last break came a little late. Go Nils. I
think he should wait for some help.

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689509366-

1689509066733.jpeg

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689509366-
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BusterSci  Our traveling has been significantly curtailed. Â Started with
Covid, but Frau's grandma, and both our aging parents along with a dog

needing watching has had us renting cabins int he north country instead of traipsing around
the world.

Katie Lane  This is made of 500 folded metal origami cranes.

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689509366-

1689509124457.jpeg

Katie Lane  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1689509366-

1689509135278.jpeg

BusterSci  Neat

BusterSci  I have the parrot painter in the break

Katie Lane  Itâ€™s hard enough to do them with paperâ€¦ canâ€™t imagine
doing them with metal.

BusterSci  I was big into origami as a kid. Â Did some really complex ones,
but all following patterns. Â I got to the point where I could "see" how the end

was formed, but never to the point I could come up with one on my own.

Charlie in Tenn  Cool, I like the finished product but was never good at fine
details so mine were always well short of perfect.

BusterSci  Ran across a story a while back where researchers in the
automotive industry had used the expertise of origami masters to improve

airbags. Â The solutions the masters came up with were entirely counterintuitive to the
engineers.

Charlie in Tenn  Interesting.
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BusterSci  It was all about folding the airbag in a way that would fit
compartments and yet inflate perfectly.

Charlie in Tenn  OK, I would take these breakers most days , as well.

BusterSci  Yeah, another song break.

Rocket City Gal  For the large tower -- legend is if you fold 1000 cranes in a
single year you will be granted a wish (in Japanese, "Senbaruzu").Â  A single

white crane is a symbol of peace, but is also a symbol of the soul/spirit.Â  Cranes mate for
life, so if 1000 are folded and given to the bride and groom it is in the hopes that their
marriage will be a long and happy one.Â  Â The husband and wife duo that created this
(Kevin and Jennifer Box) made 1000 metal cranes.Â  The tower contains 500 of them (the
reflection in the water creates a total image of 1000).Â  The other 500 are scattered around
the world as individual sculptures.

Rocket City Gal  "A monument of hope for the future"

Rocket City Gal  It is entitled "Master Peace."

BusterSci  I certainly made 100 cranes in a year, although I'm equally sure
that enough of them looked like they were raised in a pool of industrial waste

next to a nuclear power plant.

BusterSci  My favorite was the jumping frog.

Charlie in Tenn  Our church is folding 1000 swans for a memorial to a
recently passed Oak Ridge resident originally from Japan. We are several 100

short at this point and I have not been around to even do 1. Hopefully, I can help this week.

Charlie in Tenn  Those frogs were such a wonder when I first saw them.

Charlie in Tenn  OK, I am out for the day Best wishes to everyone and
especially Tim.

BusterSci  Jumbo pushing riders out front more than I'd expect.
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Rocket City Gal  Yep.Â  My brother said, we made frogs.Â  I said, yep, you'd
push them down on the rear end and they'd "jump."

Rocket City Gal  Now kids just play computer games or fiddle on their
phones.

Rocket City Gal  https://road.cc/content/news/tour-de-france-pro-says-he-
feels-paralysed-descents-302559?

fbclid=IwAR0F4QnyOlIxoZF8G7r7pQRHt5OnSzXuR4RZ1ColPa5syLzCrbiBz4j7O-o

Rocket City Gal  Here is the article about Latour

Rocket City Gal  (link is in the "frog" post above)

John  Poor guy. He sounds like heâ€™s terrified

bikerabe  Ala and Luts have 39 secs on group w/ Powless peloton not far
behind

bikerabe  30 secs

BusterSci  Big crash

BusterSci  Girmay

Rocket City Gal  The T de F organization need to look at the Col de la Loze
on St 17 -- HC climb with bonus seconds.Â  They need better crowd control (if

it's even possible) to prevent a repeat of yesterday.Â  Maybe the thing to do is put barriers at
the tops of at least the HC climbs, 1/2 k to 1 k on either side -- there aren't THAT many in the
Tour.Â  Have more volunteers / police etc keeping the eedjits off the road between the
barriers.

BusterSci  A jumbo is down hard

BusterSci  Bernal down
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John  Anyone care to explain why JV is leading the peloton while also having
Wout lead the chase?

BusterSci  Fan interference

BusterSci  Back on his bike

John  A few Jumbos dowb

BusterSci  Fan hit his handlbars

BusterSci  You know, the Giro and the Vuelta have police everywhere,
especially on climbs. Â I wonder how much recent unrest in France has

diminished availability of crowd control..

Bill Wilkinson  Van Huyedunk (WIldly misspelled, I'm sure) was the one who
got grabbed. Back with the car trying to work his way back up to the bunch

BusterSci  Badonkadonk.

BusterSci  If you can't spell it, go with the gag name, no matter how bad it
might be.

Bill Wilkinson  Eejit filming riders already past him....Bob saying it could
have been Sepp that he clippped

Bill Wilkinson  Vingo potentially losing a lot of horsepower for later in the
stage...

BusterSci  If you know someone in the AI field, have them develop imaging
software that allows you to take a selfie without turning your back to the

scenery. Â Use the rear camera to take the scenery and the front camera to take your image.
AI clips out your image from the front camera and lays it over the image from he rear camera.

John  Itâ€™d be a shame if Kuss canâ€™t go as strong as usual thanks to
idiot fans
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Bill Wilkinson  John: Eejits seem to be the tale of the Alps this year...

BusterSci  Thinking of prior fan related incidents at the Tour: Musette taking
down HWSNBN, Giant green PMU hand slicing open Hushovd's bicep,

Froome running up Ventoux, Allen opi omi. Â They happen, but pretty spaced out.

BusterSci  Not counting punching Merckx or other intentional interference.

bikerabe  peloton 5:30 back

Katie S  And good morning! Just made my way up through the scroll and
catching on. Nice job pinch hitting for Tim, RCG.

Katie S  A friend is in the Mont Blanc region circumnavigating the mountain
on foot. Donâ€™t know where she is today, but I know sheâ€™d be thrilled to

catch a glimpse of the Tour flying by.

BusterSci  Pog looks isolated

Bill Wilkinson  CVV saying Van Huyedunk looks torn up, Kuss bloody
shoulder and elbow

Katie S  Just saw a replay of that crash. Yipes.

BusterSci  Haven't seen Kuss but van Hooydonk hit hard.

Bill Wilkinson  Katie: Like I said earlier, eejits are the story of the Alps this
year....

BusterSci  Basque fans are crazy when the race comes through their region
but they always seem to get out of the way.

BusterSci  6 UAEs with Pog

BusterSci  I'm trying to come up with a "forclaz on the debt" joke here but I
just don't have my Carlton Kirby working today.
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Katie S  But we appreciate the intentions

BusterSci  Wout driving the climb

BusterSci  For the chase

BusterSci  Which seems nuts to me

John  Especially since theyâ€™ll need him with Kuss not 100%

Katie S  Where do you even buy chalk flares?

BusterSci  I get him being there--he'll be a solid bridge. Â But why he's not
sitting on I don't understand. Â Unless he's just getting his miles in.

BusterSci  Ciccone takes 2 points on Powless. Â 6-4 there.

BusterSci  Yikes

Katie S  Holy craâ€¦ a near crash on the descent as Lutsenk has to snap his
foot out of the cleat on a coro

Katie S  Corner

Katie S  Juju barely evaded him

BusterSci  Inneos helping out the bumblebees

BusterSci  Sepp has a wrap on his right elbow
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07-16-2023
09:57:39 am

07-16-2023
09:58:05 am

07-16-2023

bikerabe  Ala & Luts caught by KOM geoup

bikerabe  group

bikerabe  Powless 10 points ahead of Ciccone

Katie S  Snapped handlebars for Coquard. Geez.

Katie S  Not a good Look

Mikey  Good Morning Through the thread.... Thanks for channeling Tim RCG!

Tim in KY  Allowed to get out of bed for the first time since Friday afternoon.
It was more challenging than I expected. I have to take a few more walks

before I go home late afternoon. Right now Iâ€™m sitting upright in a big chair to my head
used to being that far above my head.

Mikey  We have friends trying to return home from Italy after a vacation and
we were surprised to hear that there is a general strike in the airline industry

and they cannot get home. Absolutely no flights!

Mikey  Glad you are up Tim. Hope its just another story to tell....

BusterSci  My back would be shot if I had to be in bed that long. Â One
reason why I only sleep 5 hours a night.

Tim in KY  In France, airline strikes only include European flights. They
never mess with long haul.

Katie S  Tim, very glad to hear youâ€™re headed in the right direction.

Mikey  They have tried everything. Even trains to France and Spain.
Everyone has the same idea and there are no hotel rooms.



07-16-2023
09:58:44 am

07-16-2023
09:59:10 am

07-16-2023
09:59:42 am

07-16-2023
10:01:03 am

07-16-2023
10:02:37 am

07-16-2023
10:03:23 am

07-16-2023
10:04:01 am

07-16-2023
10:04:14 am

07-16-2023
10:04:39 am

07-16-2023
10:05:24 am

07-16-2023
10:08:20 am

07-16-2023
10:09:56 am

07-16-2023
10:10:05 am

Katie S  A stable in Bethlehem, perhaps?

Mikey  There is that Katie

BusterSci  I always assumed the continuation of long-haul during strikes was
that management and other non-striking personnel would fill in for the most

profitable flights. Â That's what happens in the US and I believe the Netherlands.

Mikey  Not sure but I think air controllers are involved too

BusterSci  The only strike I dealt with in Europe was in Finland. Â I was lying
on a full fare business class ticket. Â Apparently the security personnel were

going to strike. I walked up to the dedicated business class lane, the screener there put up his
hands, all lanes closed except mine I was the only one in line), he screened me through, and
the screeners all walked away.

Katie S  Weâ€™re headed to London and the Edinburgh on Aug. 11â€¦ hope
itâ€™s sorted out by then.

Katie S  I hope you also bought a lottery ticket that day, Buster

Mikey  We just booked a trip to the holy land in October

BusterSci  I'm ready to support any strike that doesn't inconvenience me.

BusterSci  They were only out for about 45 minutes. Â Management caved.

Katie S  Ha! Exactly, Buster

Bill Wilkinson  Haller on the climb

Bill Wilkinson  7:04 to the bunch



07-16-2023
10:11:48 am

07-16-2023
10:13:21 am

07-16-2023
10:13:46 am

07-16-2023
10:14:50 am

07-16-2023
10:15:12 am

07-16-2023
10:15:30 am

07-16-2023
10:15:51 am

07-16-2023
10:15:53 am

07-16-2023
10:16:30 am

07-16-2023
10:16:45 am

07-16-2023
10:19:53 am

07-16-2023
10:20:19 am

07-16-2023
10:20:32 am

07-16-2023
10:21:11 am

07-16-2023

Katie S  And now a PSA from Ms. Obvious. Gosh darn, thatâ€™s pretty
country.

Mikey  Costa kinda early

Mikey  Will he Rui the day?

Katie S  Nice one

Bill Wilkinson  Mikey: Only if it Costas him too much....

BusterSci  Bob?

Katie S  Theyâ€™re here all week, folks.

Bill Wilkinson  Breakaway falling apart...

BusterSci  Was that a Brussel sprout?

BusterSci  Broccoli head?

Mikey  Can someone here lend some extra POW?

Bill Wilkinson  Nilsson could use some extra POW....

Bill Wilkinson  YOU might say he's.... naah. Too easy.

BusterSci  Not too easy for me. Â I've been doing it for three years



07-16-2023
10:21:23 am

07-16-2023
10:21:57 am

07-16-2023
10:22:21 am

07-16-2023
10:22:32 am

07-16-2023
10:23:50 am

07-16-2023
10:24:08 am

07-16-2023
10:24:33 am

07-16-2023
10:24:57 am

07-16-2023
10:25:41 am

07-16-2023
10:26:30 am

07-16-2023
10:29:08 am

07-16-2023
10:31:04 am

07-16-2023
10:31:40 am

07-16-2023
10:31:45 am

BusterSci  Neilson, BTW.

Bill Wilkinson  Yeah....My spelling has been horrendous this year.Â  I may
have to open a start list to get it right....

Bill Wilkinson  Bernal OTB

BusterSci  I'm not saying I don't do that...

Bill Wilkinson  Costa drops Haller

Tim in KY  Hard to follow all this on one iPad.

Bill Wilkinson  I"ve got Peacock running on the TV or I'd be hopeless....

Mikey  Looks like the POW worked out

BusterSci  Yeah, he was just dropping back to teammates. Â Uran is there,
and Rigo always rides in back.

Katie S  Tim, how did you have the presence of mind to grab your iPad
during a medical emergency?

Bill Wilkinson  Laporte done

BusterSci  Powless has cracked

BusterSci  I'm kind of tired of "Moment of difficulty."

Tim in KY  I didnâ€™t. My wife brought it Saturday morning. She went home
to sleep Friday and Saturday nights. We only live five minutes from the

hospital.



07-16-2023
10:32:14 am

07-16-2023
10:33:06 am

07-16-2023
10:34:24 am

07-16-2023
10:35:30 am

07-16-2023
10:37:10 am

07-16-2023
10:37:37 am

07-16-2023
10:37:42 am

07-16-2023
10:38:05 am

07-16-2023
10:38:12 am

07-16-2023
10:38:19 am

07-16-2023
10:38:22 am

07-16-2023
10:38:38 am

07-16-2023
10:39:09 am

07-16-2023
10:39:35 am

07-16-2023

Bill Wilkinson  He's been struggling quite a bit, going back to the Pyrenees

Katie S  Didi!

BusterSci  Gaudu struggling for a few stages too

Bill Wilkinson  Gaudu gapped

BusterSci  Rigo lurking behind Ciccone

BusterSci  Bob Costas fading

Bill Wilkinson  Probably looking to grap some points at the top to help
Nielson...

BusterSci  Uran Uran looking hungry

BusterSci  Like

Bill Wilkinson  Like the wolf?

SFinAus  Go ahead,

Bill Wilkinson  Costa Caught-a

bikerabe  Ditto

BusterSci  The Innies have dropped off the front. Â Letting JV do the work.



07-16-2023
10:42:04 am

07-16-2023
10:42:15 am

07-16-2023
10:42:51 am

07-16-2023
10:43:55 am

07-16-2023
10:44:06 am

07-16-2023
10:44:23 am

07-16-2023
10:44:39 am

07-16-2023
10:44:41 am

07-16-2023
10:44:41 am

07-16-2023
10:44:44 am

07-16-2023
10:44:51 am

07-16-2023
10:44:59 am

07-16-2023
10:45:46 am

07-16-2023
10:46:46 am

Bill Wilkinson  Ciccone goes, rigo can't follow

BusterSci  Uran is an old man

Bill Wilkinson  Yeah...they guys on the World Feed have been talking about
a silver jersey for the best old guy....

BusterSci  Before that, I'd prefer they make the white jersey for best Tour
rookie. Â Either that, or you can only win it once.

Mikey  I'm a shoe in for that

Mikey  Old man that is

SFinAus  Is 'old' over 25 now?Â  Yeah, I like the Tour rookie idea.Â  The U-
23 is kinda not working as much anymore.

Katie S  Yeah, when does Pog age out of the white?

Bill Wilkinson  They're talking about the silver because the guys in white
have been so much in the yellow mix the last few years...

BusterSci  Yeah, Mikey. Â But it's BEST old man.

BusterSci  This is Pog's last white year

Mikey  Crap I'm out then

Katie S  â€œBestâ€� could apply to character or friendship, and then
youâ€™re a shoe-in

BusterSci  If we're going to relegate and promote teams, I think it's good to
promote riders, too. Â If you win U-23 worlds you don't get to ride U-23 any

more.



07-16-2023
10:46:51 am

07-16-2023
10:47:04 am

07-16-2023
10:48:00 am

07-16-2023
10:48:22 am

07-16-2023
10:48:53 am

07-16-2023
10:50:04 am

07-16-2023
10:50:14 am

07-16-2023
10:51:17 am

07-16-2023
10:51:23 am

07-16-2023
10:51:59 am

07-16-2023
10:52:03 am

07-16-2023
10:52:23 am

07-16-2023
10:53:31 am

07-16-2023
10:54:44 am

07-16-2023

mmcnally  I'm sure the white jersey sponsor Krys loves having the Pog
images year after year.

BusterSci  Probably true,

BusterSci  Although when he's in yellow you don't get him in white during the
race.

Bill Wilkinson  So they've been happy Vingo's holding on....

BusterSci  Am I right that white is 4th in priority? Â Or is it dots? Â I know
green is second.

Mikey  Pinot quietly having a good day

Bill Wilkinson  Per Cycling Weekly, white is 4th, Buster

Bill Wilkinson  Soler Goes

BusterSci  Weird

Mikey  Why?

Mikey  Don't get it

Bill Wilkinson  Wout goes

Katie S  So to get ahead to help Pog later? But it seems early for that.

Bill Wilkinson  Dunno, but according to the graphic, he's got 20"



07-16-2023
10:55:36 am

07-16-2023
10:56:14 am

07-16-2023
10:56:51 am

07-16-2023
10:57:15 am

07-16-2023
10:57:18 am

07-16-2023
10:57:49 am

07-16-2023
10:58:07 am

07-16-2023
10:58:23 am

07-16-2023
10:59:16 am

07-16-2023
10:59:30 am

07-16-2023
10:59:46 am

07-16-2023
10:59:48 am

07-16-2023
10:59:48 am

07-16-2023
11:00:05 am

Bill Wilkinson  Looks like he may be stage hunting....

Bill Wilkinson  Van Aert decides he's seen enough....He's got some time to
make up....

Bill Wilkinson  Poels looks to make a group of WOuts. Soler at 11"

BusterSci  Soler and Wout take the points

Mikey  My team needs Poels to have a good rest of race

BusterSci  Roller coaster descent coming

BusterSci  Really long roller coaster.

SFinAus  Speaking of puzzling moves/strategy, I'm surprised GCN has been
having Rob Hatch hand off to Carlton for the end of stages.

BusterSci  I've seen people on Twitter say Hatch should start the race, when
the break forms hand it off to Carlton, and then hand back to Hatch for the

finale. Â I'd support that.

Katie S  Pink guy with grass in his pocket

BusterSci  Carlton's nonsense is ok for killing time

Bill Wilkinson  Uran crashes on a corner....

SFinAus  It's the old one.

BusterSci  That's odd. Â Rigo is a good descender.



07-16-2023
11:00:22 am

07-16-2023
11:00:22 am

07-16-2023
11:00:31 am

07-16-2023
11:00:40 am

07-16-2023
11:02:05 am

07-16-2023
11:02:58 am

07-16-2023
11:04:50 am

07-16-2023
11:05:17 am

07-16-2023
11:06:04 am

07-16-2023
11:06:20 am

07-16-2023
11:06:50 am

07-16-2023
11:07:31 am

07-16-2023
11:07:40 am

07-16-2023
11:08:47 am

07-16-2023
11:09:07 am

Bill Wilkinson  Better in the field than a ditch, though!

Mikey  skid marks never a good thing

BusterSci  True

BusterSci  He didn't go far off the road

Katie S  Doumoulin is not in this race, Mikey

Mikey  Thanks Katie

BusterSci  Straw in the jersey isn't aero

Bill Wilkinson  Buster: Next you'll be saying handlebar streamers don't help!

BusterSci  They do if you have a banana seat and sissy bar

BusterSci  Can you still call it a sissy bar?

Mikey  Spokey dokes baby

Bill Wilkinson  Nielants down hard into a wall

BusterSci  Yikes

Katie S  Bad choice, but geez

mmcnally  Very odd choice.



07-16-2023
11:09:10 am

07-16-2023
11:09:39 am

07-16-2023
11:11:31 am

07-16-2023
11:11:39 am

07-16-2023
11:13:56 am

07-16-2023
11:15:33 am

07-16-2023
11:17:58 am

07-16-2023
11:18:00 am

07-16-2023
11:19:17 am

07-16-2023
11:20:27 am

07-16-2023
11:20:43 am

07-16-2023
11:21:11 am

07-16-2023
11:21:25 am

07-16-2023
11:22:38 am

Bill Wilkinson  Peacock world feed saying Pog was pretty much a "That's
life" about the moto incident yesterday.

BusterSci  Yup. Â he said "I wasted a bullet, but it is what it is."

mmcnally  He becomes more likable each year.

BusterSci  Yes. Â Very much

BusterSci  Easily my favorite GC rider. Â I've also come to appreciate Rog.
Â Really wish Carapaz could finish a GC because he is an assassin in style

BusterSci  Poels has this I think. Â He's the only one that isn't going to be
called back to help.

Katie S  Time to heat up the butter croissants and make â€œun cafeâ€�

BusterSci  JV pacing this to give WvA a chance?

Mikey  SBS says Poels best results is a third place

Mikey  Doesn't matter Â big group will all be together at the final hill

BusterSci  Spent years being Froome's last man

BusterSci  Mikey, I'll be you a quarter they won't

SFinAus  If the three are truly free to go for the stage, then I think WvA is the
least of the climbers.Â  He has said mountains are why he'll never be a GT

contender.Â  That being typed, and as many like say, underestimate him "at your own peril"

Bill Wilkinson  World feed saying Nielants 20s behind the remains of the



07-16-2023
11:24:38 am

07-16-2023
11:24:47 am

07-16-2023
11:25:03 am

07-16-2023
11:25:12 am

07-16-2023
11:25:19 am

07-16-2023
11:25:26 am

07-16-2023
11:29:07 am

07-16-2023
11:34:15 am

07-16-2023
11:35:02 am

07-16-2023
11:35:18 am

07-16-2023
11:35:38 am

07-16-2023
11:35:50 am

07-16-2023
11:39:02 am

07-16-2023
11:39:11 am

break. Gonna be a lonely day for him until the peloton hits the gas...

Bill Wilkinson  24k for the Wouts

Mikey  A minute is a lot Buster but Linda and pals are working on it. How
about two shiny new dimes and a dirty nickel?

Mikey  Linda Landa

BusterSci  Panda

Mikey  Where is Jo?

BusterSci  Barn

BusterSci  Uran riding with the chase and taking his turns

Bill Wilkinson  The Wouts have a gap on Soler

BusterSci  Martin off the road

BusterSci  Looks like he's stopped for a garage sale

Mikey  Whoops!

Mikey  Missed the turn

SFinAus  Wow that is steep.

BusterSci  Poels hammering WvA



07-16-2023
11:39:16 am

07-16-2023
11:39:36 am

07-16-2023
11:40:15 am

07-16-2023
11:40:20 am

07-16-2023
11:40:39 am

07-16-2023
11:41:11 am

07-16-2023
11:41:19 am

07-16-2023
11:41:25 am

07-16-2023
11:41:28 am

07-16-2023
11:41:45 am

07-16-2023
11:42:25 am

07-16-2023
11:42:35 am

07-16-2023
11:42:46 am

07-16-2023
11:42:49 am

07-16-2023

Bill Wilkinson  Poels goes

BusterSci  Big boy just has to keep inside himself to lower gradiants

Bill Wilkinson  Soler closing to VA

Bill Wilkinson  BUchman crashes

Mikey  Good luck collecting Buster.... I owe you

BusterSci  Argy Bargueil pushes it

BusterSci  Ciccone with him

Mikey  Solar back

BusterSci  Wout isn't done yet

BusterSci  WvA I should say

Bill Wilkinson  Van aert closing on Soler

Bill Wilkinson  Poels at 18s

Bill Wilkinson  10k

BusterSci  Soler closing on Poels



07-16-2023
11:43:29 am

07-16-2023
11:43:47 am

07-16-2023
11:44:03 am

07-16-2023
11:44:06 am

07-16-2023
11:44:16 am

07-16-2023
11:44:37 am

07-16-2023
11:45:32 am

07-16-2023
11:45:48 am

07-16-2023
11:46:45 am

07-16-2023
11:46:46 am

07-16-2023
11:48:07 am

07-16-2023
11:48:16 am

07-16-2023
11:48:30 am

07-16-2023
11:48:59 am

07-16-2023

Bill Wilkinson  Barguil trying to bridge

Bill Wilkinson  Tiny peloton...

BusterSci  The teams of the top four riders have gapped the rest of the GC
group

SFinAus  JV and UAE getting busy ahead of the climb

BusterSci  Simon being a Yates

BusterSci  Poels opening the gap further

BusterSci  The gloves are off!

BusterSci  UAE to the fore

Bill Wilkinson  Poels crests

BusterSci  WvA back to Sler

Bill Wilkinson  Poels at 28s....

SFinAus  Poels going fast and hard.Â  Hopefully he's gauged his efforts well.

Bill Wilkinson  The next 7k will tell....

BusterSci  Mikey, I think I'll buy a luxury vehicle with my newfound wealth.



07-16-2023
11:49:22 am

07-16-2023
11:49:44 am

07-16-2023
11:49:46 am

07-16-2023
11:49:52 am

07-16-2023
11:50:26 am

07-16-2023
11:50:51 am

07-16-2023
11:51:08 am

07-16-2023
11:51:08 am

07-16-2023
11:51:15 am

07-16-2023
11:51:40 am

07-16-2023
11:51:41 am

07-16-2023
11:51:44 am

07-16-2023
11:51:49 am

07-16-2023
11:51:59 am

07-16-2023

Mikey  Done

Bill Wilkinson  Vingo on Pog's wheel....

Mikey  But they did cut it at least

Bill Wilkinson  10 k in the bunch

Mikey  Craddock still hanging in

SFinAus  Guys at work bet with a Otis Spunkmeyer cookie to the winner.Â 
(The cookies are free.)

Mikey  Martin motivated

bikerabe  Woet Poels former Inny/Sky

Bill Wilkinson  Pidcock dropped

BusterSci  Wout v WOut

Mikey  My $.25 worth

Bill Wilkinson  Van Aert by himself, 30s to Poels

BusterSci  Wouto a Wouto

SFinAus  :)



07-16-2023
11:52:25 am

07-16-2023
11:52:26 am

07-16-2023
11:52:41 am

07-16-2023
11:53:06 am

07-16-2023
11:53:07 am

07-16-2023
11:54:27 am

07-16-2023
11:54:41 am

07-16-2023
11:54:56 am

07-16-2023
11:55:42 am

07-16-2023
11:56:10 am

07-16-2023
11:56:12 am

07-16-2023
11:56:23 am

07-16-2023
11:56:41 am

07-16-2023
11:57:02 am

07-16-2023

Mikey  Go Poels go

Bill Wilkinson  UAE riding tempo on the "Bunch"

BusterSci  I think I'd go to a mountain stage of the Tour just for the
opportunity to clothesline a runner.

Mikey  Now Buster

Bill Wilkinson  Fortunately, Antler Guy has been nowhere to be seen...

Katie S  How right you are! There is some light in this grim world after all

Bill Wilkinson  Nielants off the back of the bunch....

Bill Wilkinson  PIdcock rejoins the bunch

Bill Wilkinson  Rodriguez off the front of the bunch, Keldermann follows

Mikey  Riding like there is no tomorrow...

SFinAus  Poels poelling ahead.Â  (Sorry)

Bill Wilkinson  Wout, meet eejits.Â  Eejits, Wout.

Tim in KY  What happened to Soler?

BusterSci  Cracked



07-16-2023
11:57:15 am

07-16-2023
11:57:18 am

07-16-2023
11:57:40 am

07-16-2023
11:57:40 am

07-16-2023
11:58:08 am

07-16-2023
11:58:18 am

07-16-2023
11:58:26 am

07-16-2023
11:59:42 am

07-16-2023
11:59:52 am

07-16-2023
12:00:06 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:11 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:16 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:21 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:26 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:40 pm

Bill Wilkinson  WvA dropped him

BusterSci  Maybe he's waiting

BusterSci  He can spin for 7 minutes and recuperate

mmcnally  He can go back and give Pog a quick pull.

Bill Wilkinson  Could be...Pog only has 2 with him

SFinAus  Might as well follow team orders if his plan A didn't work.

Bill Wilkinson  Vingo has 1

Bill Wilkinson  Soler is either cooked, or dropping back....

BusterSci  An injured Kuss and two healthy UAEs

Bill Wilkinson  Yates and Majka

Bill Wilkinson  Gaudu gapped

BusterSci  Once again they aren't waiting for Gaudu

Bill Wilkinson  5k for the bunch

SFinAus  Kuss gone

BusterSci  Sepp doing his normal swing out and look around. Â Kind of a



07-16-2023
12:00:46 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:50 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:57 pm

07-16-2023
12:00:57 pm

07-16-2023
12:01:14 pm

07-16-2023
12:01:46 pm

07-16-2023
12:01:46 pm

07-16-2023
12:02:56 pm

07-16-2023
12:02:59 pm

07-16-2023
12:03:07 pm

07-16-2023
12:03:14 pm

07-16-2023
12:03:16 pm

07-16-2023
12:03:18 pm

07-16-2023
12:03:42 pm

signature mover for him

BusterSci  And he's doen

Katie S  Sepp in trouble

Katie S  Yep

Bill Wilkinson  Kuss done, Rodriguez too

Bill Wilkinson  Yates, Pog and Vingo

Mikey  Go Poels

Bill Wilkinson  Poels at 2k

BusterSci  Adam looks great

SFinAus  Why not have WvA soft pedal and wait for Vingo?Â  Maybe he is
and it just doesn't look like it.

Mikey  Craddock still hanging

BusterSci  Nah, he's going

Bill Wilkinson  Pog looks a little more comfortable than Vingo....

Katie S  Canâ€™t believe heâ€™s (Poels) never won a stage

BusterSci  He spent most of his career dragging Froomey around



07-16-2023
12:04:19 pm

07-16-2023
12:04:42 pm

07-16-2023
12:04:50 pm

07-16-2023
12:05:17 pm

07-16-2023
12:05:48 pm

07-16-2023
12:05:48 pm

07-16-2023
12:06:07 pm

07-16-2023
12:06:12 pm

07-16-2023
12:06:45 pm

07-16-2023
12:06:48 pm

07-16-2023
12:06:55 pm

07-16-2023
12:07:03 pm

07-16-2023
12:07:16 pm

07-16-2023
12:07:20 pm

07-16-2023

mmcnally  Starting last in the TT on Tuesday is such an advantage. This will
be fun to see this sort out.

Bill Wilkinson  Kite for Poels

SFinAus  I see a need for your clothesline, Buster

Katie S  Do we get to see Poels win?

Bill Wilkinson  They'll cut over for the last 100 or so, I'm sure....

BusterSci  Odd to see the Brit runner being the best behaved

SFinAus  I was wondering that.Â  They seem to desperate to catch the
instant a Pog attack goes.

BusterSci  DStan again!

BusterSci  Yates attacks!

Bill Wilkinson  Yates with a gap....

SFinAus  Not a fad the cycling world needs to take up.

BusterSci  Too late

BusterSci  They figure if they're going to be asses...

SFinAus  Hah.Â  The last 3 meters of Poels.Â  Geez



07-16-2023
12:07:24 pm

07-16-2023
12:07:25 pm

07-16-2023
12:07:28 pm

07-16-2023
12:07:32 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:01 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:09 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:15 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:16 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:26 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:32 pm

07-16-2023
12:08:55 pm

07-16-2023
12:09:05 pm

07-16-2023
12:09:07 pm

07-16-2023
12:09:09 pm

07-16-2023

Katie S  Poelsâ€™ parents are gonna be pissed

BusterSci  WOUT

SFinAus  Can't get no respect.

Bill Wilkinson  Poels in1

SFinAus  Rodriguez

Bill Wilkinson  Rodriguez on Vingo's wheel

Bill Wilkinson  rodriguez goes1

BusterSci  Pog is hurting

BusterSci  I have a feeling he doesn't have it today

Bill Wilkinson  Vingo follows

Bill Wilkinson  Pog back on

Bill Wilkinson  Soler and Yates together

SFinAus  Vingo is going to have kink in his neck tonight from looking
sideways so much.Â  :)

BusterSci  Soler hauling Yates



07-16-2023
12:09:40 pm

07-16-2023
12:10:21 pm

07-16-2023
12:10:23 pm

07-16-2023
12:11:04 pm

07-16-2023
12:11:05 pm

07-16-2023
12:11:29 pm

07-16-2023
12:11:33 pm

07-16-2023
12:11:41 pm

07-16-2023
12:11:47 pm

07-16-2023
12:12:03 pm

07-16-2023
12:12:09 pm

07-16-2023
12:12:28 pm

07-16-2023
12:12:43 pm

07-16-2023
12:12:50 pm

07-16-2023

Bill Wilkinson  Vanaert in at 2:10

Mikey  Other wout in

BusterSci  Vingo is SO nervous

Bill Wilkinson  Pog giving Yates as much space as he can get

BusterSci  Maybe he's possessed but just can't quite swing his head all the
way around?

SFinAus  Boom!Â  Torch paper lit by Pog

Bill Wilkinson  Kite for Pog and Vingo

Bill Wilkinson  Pog goes

Bill Wilkinson  VIngo follows

SFinAus  Vingo super glue holding.

Mikey  Nice day for skellimoose

BusterSci  Skilletmoose

Bill Wilkinson  Pog goes, vingo there

SFinAus  It's what's for dinner.



07-16-2023
12:12:57 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:11 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:22 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:33 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:36 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:40 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:40 pm

07-16-2023
12:13:55 pm

07-16-2023
12:14:22 pm

07-16-2023
12:14:51 pm

07-16-2023
12:15:08 pm

07-16-2023
12:15:54 pm

07-16-2023
12:17:47 pm

07-16-2023
12:17:50 pm

Bill Wilkinson  250m

Bill Wilkinson  Pog digs, Vingo there

Bill Wilkinson  VIngo goes

Bill Wilkinson  Same time

BusterSci  The rolled in together at the end

Bill Wilkinson  Wow!

BusterSci  Brilliant.

Katie S  Dang!

Bill Wilkinson  Rodriguez holds 3rd on GC

Mikey  Not a good Jai day

bikerabe  Jonas matched Pog Itt has an end climb

SFinAus  Next Wed still looms, but the ITT could be the only difference.Â  I
don't know that either rider can be predicted with confidence to get ahead on

that.Â  Much will be typed tomorrow.

Mikey  Good luck Tim!

Mikey  Ba



07-16-2023
12:18:35 pm

07-16-2023
12:19:24 pm

07-16-2023
12:19:49 pm

07-16-2023
12:20:27 pm

07-16-2023
12:20:27 pm

07-16-2023
12:20:48 pm

Katie S  Tim, use your rest day well. See everyone Tuesday.

BusterSci  Saturday will be no small challenge either.

Rocket City Gal  See you all Tuesday.Â  Glad for a rest day.Â  Tuesday's
stage will be lots easier to do the preview for (flat TT)Â  :-D

SFinAus  Uff, yup.Â  Not sure how I forgot that, Buster.

Bill Wilkinson  OK...I"m out.Â  Enjoy the rest day1

SFinAus  Thanks RCG.Â  Take care, Tim.Â  See you all Tues.


