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@ Rocket City Gal Stage 9 of the Giro this year is 184 km in length, 0058-:3)623:-020052
“ running from Cervia to Corno alle Scale. Cervia is fairly north in the

“boot,” on the east (Adriatic) coast; as today’s route heads inland traveling more or

less west, the riders will skirt just south of Bologna before hitting the mountains.

Although the first part of the route is quite flat, today’s stage features 2,400 meters

(7874 feet) of climbing... most of which comes in the final 28 km, with double-digit

gradients in the last 3 km.

M Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-16-2026

& 08:02:20 pm
° upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1778976436-
1778976137457 .jpeg

m Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-16-2026

08:02:31 pm

* upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1778976446-
profile.jpg

¥ Rocket City Gal After the flat start, there is a 3.2 km uncategorized 0551)2527052
1 “bump” at 5.2% which starts at km 107. After that, things head gently but
relentlessly uphill. When the riders reach Silla with 28 km remaining, they begin the
3.5 km, 7.2% climb to Gaggio Montano. The gradient then eases slightly, but on the
stretch to Querciola they still must travel 11.3 km at an average of 4.3%

@ Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 08-16-2026

" upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1778976526-
Climb%20detail.jpg

¥ Rocket City Gal After rolling through Querciola, there is a short 0%%2;3353
“1 descent, and then the irregular final haul up the Corno alle Scale kicks in.
Over its full length of 12.8 km, the Corno alle Scale averages 5.9%. Including the

approach via Querciola, the final 28.1 km serve up a 4.1% gradient.

@ Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-16-2026

e 08:04:38 pm
" upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1778976576-
Climb%20detail%202.jpg

M Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 09-16-2026

* upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1778976586-
Final%20kms.jpg

@ Rocket City Gal The opening section of the Corno alle Scale climbs for 0058'_2)2_'5280;?
1 6 km at 3.9% average with stretches around 9%. Then comes 2.1 km at
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7.2%, and things get really crazy at 11.5% average over the next 2 km. The gradient
eases a bit just after the red kite.

M Rocket City Gal \Weather forecast: Start: 20°C (68 F), sunny, north- ~ 05:16-2026
* westerly wind (force 2 // 4 to 7 mph) Finish: 9°C (48 F), sunny with light
clouds, westerly wind (force 1 // 1 to 3 mph)

7 Rocket City Gal There were 2 DNFs on stage 8... Fabio Christen (of 055:112;225052
= the Pinarello-Q36.5 team, NOT Jan Christen of UAE) after a crash, and

Jake Stewart (NSN Pro Cycling). Christen climbed into the team car after his crash
and | haven't seen a report of his injuries. Stewart was suffering the lingering effects
of a crash earlier in the Glro.

, 71 Timin KY Ordinarily a stage like this before a rest day might be left to 6317-2020
®E the break. But to get into contention for the jersey, Vino needs to contest
every steep finish. Not that it matters much, but CDT is CEST-7 hours.

i 3| Tim in KY Rain here all day. Fortunately, the neighborhood outdoor ~ 05,17-2026
=% market today in underneath the elevated Metro tracks.

i 31 Tim in KY Ackilo of cherries is a lot of cherries. Very spring-ish at the = 05-17-2026
®= market. Lots of cherries, radishes and asparagus. Luckily, the rain
stopped.

¥ Rocket City Gal Vingo should make up a lot of the time difference 05-17-2026
“ today and in the long ITT on Tuesday. But this is a GT and weird things
happen. | think Visma has been extra conservative because of the weather.

7 Rocket City Gal This happened at the Tour of hingrie yesterday: 05-17-2026
“ https://m.youtube.com/watch?
ra=m&v=_344w8xc5MO0&pp=0gcJCUBCo7VgN5tD

m Rocket City Gal CORRECTION: Stage 9 of the Giro d’ltalia starts at ~ 05-17-2026

“112:35 CEST (6:35 am US Eastern time, 05:35 Central time) and the race
organizers have imagined that the finish should be around 17:15 CEST (11:15 am US
eastern time, 10:15 US central time). (Thanks, Tim.... I'm on eastern time right now
and my time-zone interpretation is a bit addled. | got it right for yesterday's stage |
think, but blew it on my first attempt for stage 9).4

07:07:09 am

@ Rocket City Gal There are no reports of any DNS today. 05-17-2026
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, g Tim in KY Too many under-the-guardrail in the rain lately. 05-17-2026
T Rocket City Gal Three riders - Planckaert (who was dead last 05-17-2026

“1 yesterdasy), Milesi and Ballerini -- have a small (20 second or so) gap on

the peloton

, 71 Timin KY | am checking in from the husband’s waiting bench at 05-17-2026

®E Galleries Lafayette while Julia finds a way to avoid the rain.

g Tim in KY But free WiFi! 05-17-2026

¥4 Trish in MA  Good morning. Lovely morning here in New England and 05-17-2026
¥B2 forecast is for temps in the 80s. Been enjoying watching the break fight,
as well as the Batman with pink wings.

¥4 Trish in MA Looks like a break is finally established. Only took an 05-17-2026
#B2 hour. o
‘ Bikerabe peloton gap over 2 min. 05’513)3;30032
M Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-17-2026

" upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779019687-
IMG_1288.jpeg

7 Rocket City Gal Last day of working on the path here for awhile. 05-17-2026
=1 Started in working from the other end. The very entrace has huge wild
grapevine- some vines as big around as my upper arm. When they get that big they
can pull down entire trees, and have done so. Once | get a few tenths of a mile in
from this way we’ll be at the middle part of the trail where things are a big mess. But,

it's a start.
@ Rocket City Gal Before: 05-17-2026
B¥ Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-17-2026

' upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779020013-
1779019713581.jpeg

M Rocket City Gal After: 05-17-2026

08:08:54 am
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m Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-17-2026

08:09:05 am

" upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779020013-
1779019742776.jpeg

m Rocket City Gal The mountain laurel is gorgeous this time of year 05-17-2026
m Rocket City Gal https://rumbletalk-images- 05-17-2026

' upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779020013-
1779019780614 .jpeg

I¥3 Trish in MA RCG, looks fabulous. Are those nasty buckthorns | see in 05-17-2026
¥B2 the "before" photo?

¥ Rocket City Gal Trish, there are all sorts of nasty thorny things. 05-17-2026
Buckthorns, green briar, blackberry.... o

I¥3 Trish in MA  It's so satisfying to get rid of those things and to really see 05:17-2026
¥52 the bones of the landscape.

¥ Rocket City Gal Some of the thorns can somehow get through heavy 05:17-2026
“1 leather work gloves!!!

¥ Rocket City Gal The 8 man break is 2:25 ahead of the peloton. Tarozzi0;17-2026
“% and Hamilton's attempt was futile, so it's just those 8 now.

¥ Rocket City Gal PCS reminds us that on this day 4 years ago, Biniam 05:17-2026
=1 Girmay nearly blinded himself with a spumante cork celebrating his win
on the 10th stage of that year's Giro.

¥ Rocket City Gal It was one of those horrible high-impact eye injuries; it 05:17-2026
=1 was bad, but it could've been a lot, lot worse.

v Trish in MA | have learned how to open sparkling wine safely - lots of 05:17-2026
: practice.

, 71 Tim in KY Back from the Haussmann Blvd wars with no purchases ~ 0317-2020
s after five stores visited. Wrap the cork in a towel, turn the bottle, not the

cork and point the cork away from you. My father taught me that before | could legally
drink.
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¥4 Trish in MA The controlled pop of opening a bottle is so much more 05-17-2026
' satisfying than sending a cork flying and risking harm to people and
property.

ﬁ Katie S Good morning, all. Tim, your Paris market description was 05-17-2026
lovely. The “the husband’s waiting bench” made me chuckle. And your
dad knew the right way to raise a boy, it seems.

% Katie S RCG, great descriptions of the route and pics of your project 05-17-2026

09:02:13 am

¥ Rocket City Gal Wiodarczyk wins the 3rd and final stage of the 05-17-2026
“H women's ltzulia race; Bredewold wins the overall.

@ Rocket City Gal Don't ask me how to pronounce Dominika's first 05-17-2026
“ name.... o

% Katie S Trish - not to mention losing precious bubbly also shooting out 05;17-2026
of the bottle

¥4 Trish in MA Too right 05-17-2026

09:04:45 am

I¥S Trish in MA Just put the hummingbird feeders out for the season. Now 05:17-2026
e just waiting for the birds to discover them.

M Rocket City Gal The gap is 1:50. Things are starting to tilt up slightly, 05;17-2026
=1 and the uncategorized bump is coming soon. I'm headed out to see how

far a few hours working along the countour line (it's actually pretty flat) gets me. After
hearing our hardscaper talk about his health woes (my A1c was 12.2 but | don't have
diabetes! Oh, and | can't feel my legs or see as good any more and my cholesterol is
bad), | want to get 'er done ASAP so to speak. He's a really nice guy, but he's
younger than me and looks about 10 years older. Ahd he's apparently had a lot of
issues over the last year, which | didn't know. He says he's good to do the work, but

now I'm a little nervous about it....

S0 Katie S Good luck! 0(?5_2)27122032

¥ Rocket City Gal We had hummers in SW VA 3 weeks ago (and they're 0517-2026
“1 at home in AL too of course). It's been cold enough some days that

file:///Users/jemgray 15/Desktop/history-05-17-2026.html 5/14
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they're in a torporous state in the morning until it warms up. A house sparrow built a
nest atop the propane tank for the generator and when we left a few weeks ago there
were 5 eggs; the nest is empty so | guess they fledged already. The bluebird has laid
eggs in the bluebird house we put up last fall, and we see the bluebirds flying around
this year for the first time here on the Virginia family property. Pretty cool.

I¥3 Trish in MA  The migration websites all show the hummers in MA. No 05-17-2026
' nests of any birds spotted yet.

z Bikerabe Ballerini now in the front group 05-17-2026

ﬁ Trish in MA And a fan tries to feed kebabs to the break. 0(%:113:-2200622

ﬁ Katie S How many species, Trish? 05-17-2026

s 4§ Trish in MA Only one species of hummers here on the East Coast - 055:123:-380322
ruby-throated

ﬁ Trish in MA And Ciccone goes. 0055:123:'310322

I¥3 Trish in MA And the moto man takes some of the very unappetizing 05-17-2026
4 looking kebabs

09:23:49 am

ﬁ Trish in MA Ciccone, Ulissi and Aerts chasing the break 05-17-2026

% Katie S Yesterday was commencement at the former Mills College, ~ 05;17-2026
now Northeastern. Of the more than 300 graduates, we had 3 legacy

Mills students who had been freshmen the year we merged and 4 graduate students

in public policy, which is one of the programs that carried over. | was part of the

platform party (as for the past decade), looking out over the graduates and introducing

one speaker, but this year felt so different. It was bittersweet.

I¥3 Trish in MA  They now have about a min. on the peloton and a minute  05:17-2026
%2 to the 8-man break

09:30:09 am

¥4 Trish in MA 2 Kelly units to go. 05-17-2026
I yunis 09

file:///Users/jemgray 15/Desktop/history-05-17-2026.html 6/14
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& Bikerabe 2 KU Ceccone 1 min. ahead of prloton 1vmin. behind front
2 Katie S ??? I'm at 124km

z Bikerabe bad typing

m Trish in MA Wow. Has Ciccone even attacked for you Katie?

ﬁ Katie S OMG | don’t know! Restarting

m Trish in MA Just came back from commercial. 63.5 KM to goo.

m Trish in MA go,

‘ Bikerabe Ciccone will catch front group

Katie S HA! Joke’s in me! I've been streaming yesterday’s stage!!!!
They just all blur together!

qu;-ii
i‘«?'iq

Katie S The HBO Max app was stuck and hadn’t updated to today’s
stage. | had just clicked the stage button not noticing it said replay.

’ A' Trish in MA That made me laugh, Katie. Both stages were sleepers
until the end, so | guess you can be forgiven.

Trish in MA Ciccone and friends have joined the break. Only a minute

ahead of the peleton. Ballerini takes the spring points.

Katie S Phew. Was afraid | was going to have to turn in my Pub card
and NRRRBBB decoder ring.

ii ?'i i

: Trish in MA Peleton goes through the 60K banner single file in one
#E= very, very long line.
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o« Katie S |looked up the Marzabotto massacre referred to in the blurb ~ 0517-2026
onscreen and found a 2009 film that occurs in the run up to that awful
event. You can get it on Hoopla with your library card: The Man Who Will Come

& Alaska Dave Good morning. It's 47 and the rufous hummingbirds have 05-17-2026
been here for a week. Hardy species in these climates

ﬁ Trish in MA  Morning, Dave. 05-17-2026
lyﬁ Tim in KY There are no hummingbirds to be seen in central Paris. 05-17-2026
e Especially in the pouring rain.

ﬁ Trish in MA Isn't Paris supposed to be romantic in the rain? 05-17-2026

lyﬁ Tim in KY The riders have been going slightly uphill for 30 km. In 20  05-17-2026
W% km they will start going UPHILL.

. R 05-17-2026
i PasadenaK8 . 1 ku. .

& 10:13:21 am

10:15:43 am

ﬁ Trish in MA Phew. Someone caught it. | was looking at my knitting. ~ 05:17-2026

M Tim in KY OACDS, does anyone know when and why Derek Gee 05-17-2026
% pecame Derek Gee-West?

& Alaska Dave He married Ruby West and took her surname 05-17-2026

10:20:20 am
well).

Alaska Dave As | research, | wonder what happened to the other 05-17-2026

& Alaska Dave Second person | know to do that (my oldest son did as  05-17-2026

riders of Israel premier tech.

ﬁ Katie S My nephew did that - took his wife’s name (no hyphenation). ~ 05-17-2026
Really pissed off his paternal grandma.

823 Timin KY Thanks, Dave. | figured it was something like that. 05-17-2026

file:///Users/jemgray 15/Desktop/history-05-17-2026.html 8/14
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z Alaska Dave The climb begins and the breakaway breaks apart. 05-17-2026

ﬁ Tim in KY Usually the wife and offspring get the hyphen. Probably 05-17-2026
W& chauvinistic of me but just for pronunciation simplicity, I'm glad Taylor
didn’t go that route.

ﬁ Trish in MA Break splitting up, with 6 riders up front. 05-17-2026
Fﬂ' Mikey Good morning! 05-17-2026
m Trish in MA Morning, Mikey! 05-17-2026
% Katie S Good morning! 05-17-2026

Alaska Dave I'm glad my parents were no longer around, especially ~ 05-17-2026
my father with his acerbic tongue and lack of filter.

% Katie S Sounds like my nephew’s grandma was channeling your father 05-17-2026

‘ Alaska Dave Jens has great insight on grupetto cooperation. 05-17-2026

& Alaska Dave My father thought Ronald Reagan was too liberal. He =~ 05-17-2026
scorched earth and my mother came behind to repair as much damage

as possible. Amazingly the 8 siblings have remained civil in this polarized time.

Probably because we witnessed our parents

FP‘ Mikey We have hummingbirds here and orioles. Grape jelly out. Turns 05-17-2026
‘ out a kilo is a lot of cherries o

‘ Alaska Dave Movistar tactics doom the break. 0o r2p2e
i Tim in KY We're making good progress on the cherries, Mikey. Codta o
B8 Katie' S What will you do with them, Tim? OoAn A2
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& Alaska Dave Our ski area is still skiable for those who hike up.
, 3;‘ Tim in KY Huh? We're eating them!

ﬁ Katie S Aha! Not making a tart.

W Mikey Is there a rule of 6 for kilos of cherries Tim?

;ﬁ Tim in KY Je ne comprends pas, Mikey.

| Trish in MA just fell asleep. Woke up to the commentators still
discussing whether Vingo can ship the blue jersey so he can wear his
custom-fit skin suit on Tuesday.

, %ﬁ Tim in KY One makes a cherry tart from sour cherries.
m Trish in MA Or clafoutis. Or cherry jam for a Basque tart.

PasadenaK8 This discussion is causing the Forest Gump “Bubba on
Shrimp" scene to play in my head right now..

(5L

, 3;5 Tim in KY Nothing is ever cooked with sweet cheery.
ﬁi‘ Mikey Converting kilos to Ibs or kilometers to miles Tim
m Trish in MA Clafoutis is cooked with sweet cherries.

‘ Bikerabe Ciccone Goes!

ﬁ Tim in KY Those of us who grew up in Michigan with trees of both sort

“ know that by heart. Because no one in Michigan has ever heard of
Clafoutis.
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z Toulouse Lots to catch up on today! Mikey, if you need conversion
help you just need Katie S's niece.

‘ Toulouse And I'm sad that Ruby's last name isn't Whiz. Then he could
be Derek Gee-Whiz.

9 Mikey Yes! Toulouse | forgot about that

‘ Toulouse On the bird front, the other day | watched an osprey dive-
bomb our pond. | couldn't see if the expedition was successful, but it
was cool.

N2 Katie S Wow
N Katie S Ciccone takes off

| Trish in MA Katie nice to know that you are finally watching the correct
race

z Bikerabe Rubio pops

‘ Toulouse Maybe. She could be a few stages back.
ﬁ Katie S Hahaha!!!

‘ Bikerabe uno minuto to peloton 6 km

z Bikerabe gap increasing Go Gui;io

‘ Alaska Dave Steep section of climb is only final 2.7 km
m Trish in MA 5 K, just over a minute to the peleton

Trish in MA Ciccone halfway through the climb. Less than a minute.
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m Rocket City Gal Woo hoo. Here for the end. Timing is eveything!
ﬁ Katie S | think Ciccone gets caught

m Trish in MA Rooting for Ciccone - he's on my team.

& Alaska Dave Pellizotti pops. Mad no More.

m Trish in MA Mas has popped.

. Mikey Mas mashed

z Alaska Dave Mas no more
ﬁ Trish in MA Gall ups the pace.

) Timin KY That's because he’s on my VG team.

=N
§

m Trish in MA Scaroni struggling

& Alaska Dave Pink under pressure
& Alaska Dave Gall goes

m Trish in MA Vingo goes with Gall.
ﬁ Katie S With Vingo go

z Bikerabe Jonas taking time from leader
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m Trish in MA And Ciccone about to be caught
‘ Bikerabe catching Giccone
ﬁ Katie S Eejits

_ Mikey With a megaphone just in case

Toulouse | have closed captions on and they keep referring to Jones

Vinegar.

ﬁ Trish in MA Yup. Eejit zone
m Trish in MA Ciccone dropped.

_ Mikey A certain taste for it Toulouse

ﬁ Katie S Kite

ﬁ Katie S Vingo goes

‘ Bikerabe Jonas heading to another climb record
& Katie S Vingo vs Pog in July will be very fun
& PasadenaK8 Bravo, Vinegar!

& Alaska Dave Gall best of the rest.

m Rocket City Gal Good stage! Rest day tomorrow.
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m Trish in MA Eulaleo comes in 5th!

7 Rocket City Gal Then stage 10 on Tuesday is a long, flat ITT. I'm

Mikey Ba

history-05-17-2026.html

“"1 Ganna take a guess at who that might suit....

z Toulouse Hal!
ﬁ Katie S Hee hee

‘ Alaska Dave Enjoy the day.

.

Tim in KY Off to my annual duck confit at the Cafe du Marche. It's a
" two minute walk but worth it.

m Trish in MA Vingo really hates to ride no-hands

iﬁaﬁ-

.y PasadenaK8 pye gl U Enjoy..

(A

Katie S Yum! I'm off to go look for birds - but not to eat. See you all on
Tuesday

m Trish in MA yup. See you all on Tuesday.
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