
05-20-2026
06:49:21 pm

05-20-2026
06:49:30 pm

05-20-2026
06:49:53 pm

05-20-2026
06:52:28 pm

05-20-2026
06:52:37 pm

05-20-2026
06:52:43 pm

05-20-2026
06:54:27 pm

Rocket City Gal  Stage 12 of the Giro d'Italia covers 175 km from the
coastal town of Imperia to Novi Ligure. There is an uncategorized climb

near the beginning with two category 3 climbs in the second half of the route, for a
total of 2,250 m (7382 feet) of climbing. It looks like a day for the sprinters, but the
questions is whether or not the climbs will cause any of the sprinters to be dropped
badly enough that they can’t make it back to the peloton in the 50 km that come after
the climbs – which could happen especially if the teams of the sprinters ahead press
the pace high enough.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779317670-

1779317370132.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779317692-

Route.jpg

Rocket City Gal  The riders leave the coast for an initial section inland
in the Imperia area as far as Pieve di Teco. This inland loop allows them

to bypass the Capo Berta, familiar from Milan–San Remo, which actually begins in the
start town of Imperia. In Albenga, they return to the Italian Riviera, only to finally leave
it just past Savona. Upon leaving the Riviera, the route climbs Colle Giovo (11.4 km at
an average gradient of 4.4%). After descending briefly from the summit, the Bric
Berton adds another 5.5 kilometres at 5.9% to the mix. The race enters the Po Valley,
with a series of short up and downs leading to Novi Ligure. In the final part, the route
uses some narrower roads before joining wide and straight roads. In an un-Girolike
finish, the final 3 km are virtually straight with a few roundabouts that can be taken
almost without deviation into a straight, wide, slightly uphill finish.

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779317792-

1779317556404.jpeg

Rocket City Gal  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779317862-

Final%20kms.jpg

Rocket City Gal  Stage 12 of the Giro d’Italia starts at 13:05 CEST
(07:05 am US central time) and is expected to finish at around 17:15

CEST (11:15 am US central time).
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05-20-2026
06:55:46 pm

05-20-2026
07:00:40 pm

05-20-2026
07:02:34 pm

05-21-2026
07:20:48 am

05-21-2026
07:21:59 am

05-21-2026
07:24:25 am

05-21-2026
07:27:42 am

05-21-2026
07:31:05 am

05-21-2026
07:31:44 am

05-21-2026
07:33:19 am

05-21-2026

Rocket City Gal  Weather conditions: Start: 21°C (70 F), sunny,
southwesterly wind (force 3, 8 to 12 mph) Finish: 26°C, sunny, northerly

wind (force 2, 4-7 mph)

Rocket City Gal  Yesterday, Ballerini (Astana) crashed and did not finish
the stage.  I don't know what sort of injuries he sustained.  Planckaert

(Alpecin) and Tjotta (Uno-X) also DNFed, but I'm not sure of the reasons.  Blikra was
OTL and thus will not be contesting the sprint today.

Rocket City Gal  As you may recall, towards the end of the stage there
was a nasty high-speed crash in the breakaway on a winding descent

that involved Van Eetvelt, Scaroni and Zana.  All finished the stage, but Van Eetvelt
will not be starting stage 12 -- injuries / contusions to elbow and arm and broken
finger. Scaroni is battered but nothing's broken (he was 6th on the stage, and moved
into 13th place on GC). Zana has no broken bones but is quite battered and his team
will have him reassessed before stage 12.

Rocket City Gal  Happy birthday to Andreas Leknessund.  The
Norwegian is 27 years old today.

Rocket City Gal  Sjoerd BAX (Pinarello Q36.5) DNS today.

Rocket City Gal  As mentioned a few entries ago, Lenny VAN EETVELT
(Lotto) also DNS today. Zana looked pretty bad yesterday and I saw

video of him getting on the gurney to go to the hospital after the stage.  He looked
pretty rough but apparently he did start today.

Tim in KY  Uphill break fight today. Sprinters’ teams won’t allow much
leash. Toasty in Paris right now but not as toasty as Italy.

Rocket City Gal  More info about yesterday's DNF riders:  Tjotta
withdrew because of illness.  Planckaert withdrew after crashing. Blikra

who was OTL had also been ill.

Rocket City Gal  Not sure how much I'll be in the Pub today because
we'll be traveling and I think I'm doing most of the driving.  We shall see.

Rocket City Gal  Although the profile of the finishing kms looks a little
uphill, it's apparently just 1%.

Rocket City Gal  Will things be dry for you today, Tim?
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07:33:50 am

05-21-2026
07:52:32 am

05-21-2026
08:46:44 am

05-21-2026
08:57:07 am

05-21-2026
09:06:41 am

05-21-2026
09:08:05 am

05-21-2026
09:08:39 am

05-21-2026
09:21:36 am

05-21-2026
09:22:13 am

05-21-2026
09:26:45 am

05-21-2026
09:26:56 am

Bikerabe  5 in breakaway establ;ished almost 2 min. gap

Trish in MA  Good morning, all.  Had a great hike in the State Forest
yesterday, despite it being hot and muggy.  We had a slow pace, and

went to look at places where there used to be a soapstone quarry and mile.  There's
even a rock which is soapstone on one half and granite on the other.  I'd set the DVR
to tape the stage, but....just at the crash Verizon had an outage and nothing recorded
after that.  So I didn't get to see the end.

Katie S  Good morning, all. We had two lovely sunny days, now back to
heavy marine layer fog. I imagine it’ll clear up later, though. But it’ll be

chilly all morning.

Katie S  That first sunny day I went to see the Peregrines. The
fledglings are flying. Found both parents and 2 fledglings preening on a

dead tree. Then I headed 25 miles south to hike Old Woman Creek trail, so obvi I felt
right at home. This trail was in the big CZU Lightning Complex fire in 2020. It’s
complexly recovered now, but the trunks of many tree still are blackened. Then I did a
walk along the edge of a marsh a few miles north. This is what one must do on a
sunny day hereabouts.

Katie S  https://rumbletalk-images-
upload.s3.amazonaws.com/61922326bc2ef459e5ed5de71ef53a57/1779369183-

1779368883154.jpeg

Katie S  Redwoods with carbon bark

Alaska Dave  Will leave interesting rings in the trunk, good morning.

Alaska Dave  45 and raining here. 1.2 inches on Tuesday.

Katie S  Good morning, Dave. A good Juneau day.

Trish in MA  Today will be a putting-plants-in-pots day.  Weather is nice,
it's sunny, and I won't die from the heat.  Still behind on garden chores

from that 3-week vacation.
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05-21-2026
09:27:28 am

05-21-2026
09:28:24 am

05-21-2026
09:32:36 am

05-21-2026
09:33:39 am

05-21-2026
09:38:53 am

05-21-2026
09:40:39 am

05-21-2026
09:41:20 am

05-21-2026
09:46:30 am

05-21-2026
09:47:37 am

05-21-2026
09:48:04 am

05-21-2026
09:55:38 am

05-21-2026
09:59:29 am

05-21-2026

Katie S  A well deserved 3-week vacation!

SFinAus  Greetings. Popping in and out today for a bit, and then I’ll be
gone ‘til Tuesday.  Heading to NYC for “something completely different”.

Katie S  Hi Shawn. Sounds like a nice change of pace. What’ll you do
there?

Katie S  In the race, the break is on the climb, advantage 1:17 and
coming down. 74 km to go in the race

SFinAus  Hamilton, Turindot, and a bunch of touristy stuff.  I haven’t
been there since I was a broke college kid who could only walk around

and look.

SFinAus  That was just a day trip then, whilst staying with a college
roommate in NJ   It was all quite a new world having grown up in sleepy

Tucson back in the day

Katie S  Sounds like a great trip

PasadenaK8  👋  Mornin', everyone. Sounds like a lovely hike that you
had, Katie. Always loved visiting the redwoods whenever my family would do

camping trips up north. Fun trip ahead for you, SF!

Katie S  Good morning, K8!

Katie S  Gruppo compatto . 1 KU

PasadenaK8  I did a “hike” yesterday, over to LAX yesterday, to visit a
friend  who is in town from Minnesota. 92F, air conditioner on the outs,

lots of lovely smoke in the air, due to fires to the West, East and South of me. Spent
more time on the trail, than the visit, but seeing my dear friend was totally worth it *:-)

Katie S  Wow, didn’t realize there was that much fire activity down
there. Glad you gif to see your friend and got in a hike

Katie S  Peloton is on the second limb now
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10:00:10 am

05-21-2026
10:01:01 am

05-21-2026
10:05:13 am

05-21-2026
10:08:29 am

05-21-2026
10:08:46 am

05-21-2026
10:11:05 am

05-21-2026
10:12:38 am

05-21-2026
10:14:41 am

05-21-2026
10:18:54 am

05-21-2026
10:19:40 am

05-21-2026
10:20:21 am

05-21-2026
10:22:14 am

05-21-2026
10:22:37 am

05-21-2026
10:26:54 am

Katie S  Second climb. But sprinters are out on a limb..  (trying to
salvage the typo)

PasadenaK8  The car ride was my sarcastic version of the "hike". The
only "hiking" we did was from the car to the Slice & Pint. Highly

recommend if you're near LAX and need a little refresher before or after your flight.
White Dog pizza chased down with a Mayberry IPA Gold. Was delish.

Katie S  Ciclamino pops

Katie S  Ha!! I wondered!

Trish in MA  Milan and Magnier just became "frenemies" per Robbie in
effort to get back to the peleton

Alaska Dave  Mas leading the peloton. Chase should have advantage

PasadenaK8  PCS just listed the "Heaviest Riders Starting Today".
(embarrassing)  :W]

Tim in KY  Lots of toasty walking today. Now done for the day and
having quiche Lorraine from the bakery across the street for dinner so

we’re in for the day. I guess I should check on the race.

Katie S  They’re on the descent.

Alaska Dave  Chase not chasing well on plateau.

Alaska Dave  Happy birthday Sean Kelly

PasadenaK8  ... our King of the xKUs to go!

Trish in MA  Well, there's an awkward crash
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05-21-2026
10:26:55 am

05-21-2026
10:26:57 am

05-21-2026
10:27:03 am

05-21-2026
10:27:10 am

05-21-2026
10:28:11 am

05-21-2026
10:28:44 am

05-21-2026
10:30:15 am

05-21-2026
10:32:00 am

05-21-2026
10:37:00 am

05-21-2026
10:37:27 am

05-21-2026
10:38:28 am

05-21-2026
10:38:56 am

05-21-2026
10:40:06 am

05-21-2026
10:42:49 am

05-21-2026
10:43:23 am

Alaska Dave  Near crash at front. Overcooking turn.

Katie S  Guy ran off the road… not sure who

Tim in KY  No one closer than 28 minutes in the front group if I’m
reading correctly.

Alaska Dave  The fear

Tim in KY  Julie says her watch reads 7 miles/17,000 steps today.

Katie S  Zounds

Tim in KY  That’s pretty typical of us in Paris.

Katie S  Do you eschew the Metro?

Trish in MA  A commercial for Candy Crush?

Tim in KY  We do Metro several times a day for the long hauls.

Tim in KY  You’re in a time warp, Trish.

Trish in MA  No, it was there, on TruTV.

SFinAus  Airplane mode for now…. Ciao

Katie S  Oy.

Tim in KY  I’ll be airplane mode on Saturday.
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05-21-2026
10:43:29 am

05-21-2026
10:44:45 am

05-21-2026
10:45:17 am

05-21-2026
10:45:52 am

05-21-2026
10:47:21 am

05-21-2026
10:49:20 am

05-21-2026
10:50:38 am

05-21-2026
10:51:37 am

05-21-2026
10:52:01 am

05-21-2026
10:52:16 am

05-21-2026
10:53:02 am

05-21-2026
10:53:32 am

05-21-2026
10:54:19 am

05-21-2026
10:56:01 am

Trish in MA  In my ongoing exploration of flatbreads of the world, I
made flour tortillas (with duck fat) for dinner.  Pretty successful, so I can

now try my hand at a true Sonoran cheese crisp.  All the folks from Arizona will
understand

Trish in MA  Turner flats.

Katie S  That sounds delicious, Trish. Tim, are you coming home
already, or headed somewhere else?

Tim in KY  I think there’s only one folk from AZ, Trish and he’s only
been by once this race.

Tim in KY  Julie is still being an endowed professor so it’s a week for
vacations, Katie.

Trish in MA  Shawn grew up in Tucson, Carlene and I grew up in
Phoenix and a couple of other folks have ties there.  They'll know.

Trish in MA  Wow, a museum dedicated to Campi and cycling in our
finish town today.

Tim in KY  Then how did you and Charlene both end up in darkest New
England?

Trish in MA  Kelly and company have decided the chasing group ain't
gonna rejoin.

Trish in MA  1:33 to the peleton

Trish in MA  Turner having to chase back on.

Tim in KY  I still can’t figure out where the GC guys are.

Trish in MA  In the peleton.  JV riding about 3rd team last I saw.

Katie S  There’s your GC, Tim.
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05-21-2026
10:56:14 am

05-21-2026
10:57:35 am

05-21-2026
11:00:09 am

05-21-2026
11:01:03 am

05-21-2026
11:01:25 am

05-21-2026
11:04:25 am

05-21-2026
11:04:40 am

05-21-2026
11:05:16 am

05-21-2026
11:06:22 am

05-21-2026
11:07:21 am

05-21-2026
11:07:57 am

05-21-2026
11:08:33 am

05-21-2026
11:09:33 am

05-21-2026
11:10:03 am

Trish in MA  Eulaleo going for the bonus seconds.  And gets it

Tim in KY  Now on PCS it looks like the GC guys are way ahead of the
sprinters. I’m so confused.

Trish in MA  Turner now has two teammates with him.

Alaska Dave  Turner return

Trish in MA  Turner back but at the back of the peleton.

Trish in MA  Eulalio was riding in 4th position, but JV moved up and
pushed him back.

Trish in MA  Ciccone takes off.

Trish in MA  Arrieta joins him.

Trish in MA  Grupo compacto

Katie S  5 km

Katie S  De-turner

Trish in MA  So sad for Turner

Trish in MA  Saegart attacks.

Trish in MA  Nobody reacts.
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05-21-2026
11:10:12 am

05-21-2026
11:10:22 am

05-21-2026
11:10:48 am

05-21-2026
11:11:31 am

05-21-2026
11:12:00 am

05-21-2026
11:13:01 am

05-21-2026
11:13:11 am

05-21-2026
11:13:31 am

05-21-2026
11:15:14 am

05-21-2026
11:16:45 am

05-21-2026
11:16:53 am

05-21-2026
11:17:03 am

05-21-2026
11:17:34 am

05-21-2026
11:23:26 am

Katie S  V-L-a-B letting him go

SFinAus  Did someone say cheese crisp???  Omg, I haven’t thought
about one ages.   Instant nostalgia!

Katie S  Chase is on

Trish in MA  Here comes Tudor and the other sprint teams.

Trish in MA  Shawn, if you know, you know.

Trish in MA  Saegart gets it@

Katie S  Good on the kid!

Trish in MA  Bahrain has a good day

Tim in KY  Well, I guess it’s okay for the second string to podium a
stage.

Alaska Dave  Enjoy the day

Katie S  Tomorrow looks like a paint-drying stage with a bit of paint-
splashing at the end … before the big mountains on Saturday.

Trish in MA  Off to pot up plants.

PasadenaK8  Domani...

Tim in KY  Supper time.
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